
Led by a motion by Council-
man Bruce Barrows, seconded 
by Councilwoman Lynda John-
son, the Cerritos City Council 
surprisingly denied the Parks 
and Recreation Commission’s 
proposal to initiate a “School 
Tree Planting Initiative in Cer-
ritos Parks” that was proposed 
by P & R Commission Chair 
Pino Pathak at a recent regular 
meeting. 

The proposal was approved 
unanimously in Oct. 2024 by 
the P & R Commission, which 
includes Cerritos residents Da-
vid Albright, Steve W. Lin, Pino 
Pathak, Ashok “Pat” Patnaik, 
and Ileana Prado.

The City Council had other 
options for the proposal: ap-
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The legal action is the 
first of its kind under former 
State Senator Josh Newman’s 
SB 549, signed by Gov. 
Newsom in September. 

The Native American casi-
nos have alleged corruption in 
California cardrooms and the 
casino-style games they offer for 
decades. Still, authorities have 
never filed a single lawsuit based 
on their complaints.

Since 2000, when California 
voters passed Proposition 1A, al-
lowing Native Americans to op-
erate gambling casinos on their 
reservations, no Attorneys’ Gen-
eral has brought action against 
the card rooms based on their al-
legations.

Bill Lockyer (1999-2007) re-
fused, Jerry Brown (2007-2011) 
refused, and even Kamala Harris 

Greedy California Tribes Sue Cardrooms  Over 
‘Illegal’ Gambling, Cities Could Be Big Losers 

(2011-2017) refused.
Cue Xavier Becerra, who was 

appointed attorney general by 
Gov. Jerry Brown in 2016. The 
job became open when Kama-
la Harris was elected to the U.S. 
Senate.

Becerra’s Department of 
Justice oversees the Bureau of 
Gambling Control (BGC), estab-
lished along with the California 
Gambling Control Commission 
(Commission) under the Gam-
bling Control Act.

Most people think the BGC 
and the Commission perform the 
same duties, but they are quite 
different.

The BGC is the investigatory 
and enforcement agency that in-
vestigates crimes, levies fines and 
revokes licenses when warranted.

On the other hand, the Com-
mission operates in the regulatory 
and adjudicatory gambling arena, 

By Brian Hews

Cerritos Council Denies Proposal for Cerritos 
ABCUSD Students to Plant Trees in City Parks

[ See TREES, page 4 ]

PALISADES AND EATON FIRES DEVASTATE COMMUNITIES
SAVE WILSON: A fixed-wing  plane drops retardant near Mt. Wilson as the Eaton fire approaches the 
crucial towers. As of press time, the Eaton fire had burned over 13,000 acres and nearly 500 structures with 
0% contained. The Palisades fire was 0% contained with 18,000+ acres and over 1,000 structures burned.

By Joe Halpern 

Sky Zone franchisee Moham-
med “Mo” Zia began his career 
at Southern California Edison 
where he played a crucial role in 
pioneering the utility industry’s 
transition to a smart grid. He later 
joined PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
advising utilities on smart grid 
initiatives.

But as much as he enjoyed 
making a positive impact on the 
environment, Zia couldn’t help 
but think that something import-
ant was missing.

“Being in technology wasn’t 
a customer facing job for me. 
What I love about being a Sky 
Zone owner is seeing the smiles 
we bring to kids and families. 
That makes it enjoyable for me,” 
said Zia who owns four Sky Zone 
parks in Southern California and 
another park in Las Vegas.

A Sky Zone franchisee for 
five years, Zia plans to open six 
more indoor trampoline parks 
in Pico Rivera, Walnut Creek, 

Culver City/West Los Angeles, 
California, this year and in Bak-
ersville and Burbank/Glendale, 
California, in 2026 and in Pasade-
na/Arcardia, California, in 2027.

Sky Zone franchisee Mo Zia 
bought his first park in Cerritos, 
California, in 2019. He now owns 
five Sky Zones and has plans to 
open another six in the next two 
years. 

Zia began growing his port-
folio of Sky Zones soon after 
buying his first park, an existing 
location in Cerritos, California, 
in 2019. Over the following two 
years he acquired existing parks 
in Las Vegas and in Ventura, Cal-

Cerritos Sky Zone 
Owner Will Double 
Locations

[ See SKYZONE, page 13 ]

prove it or send it back for re-
visions, but Barrows, who is 
terming out, Chuong Vo, who 
recently announced he is quit-
ting the City Council, and John-
son callously voted to effective-
ly kill the innovative project.

Mayor Naresh Solanki was 
not present; Councilman Frank 
Yokoyama was the lone nay 
vote to stop Barrow’s motion.

The proposal was an initia-
tive that would allow schools 
in Cerritos to plant a tree in any 
park within Cerritos. “This ini-
tiative aims to foster a deeper 
connection between students 
and their local environment, 
promoting a sense of pride and 
responsibility towards our com-
munity parks,” wrote Pathak in 
his proposal.

The process of planting a 
tree was straightforward, with 
most of the responsibilities fall-
ing on the schools and students. 
This made the projects not only 
worthwhile for the community 

By Brian Hews

ifornia. Last March he built a new 
park in Alhambra, California, 
and in June acquired an existing 
park in Miramar, California, in a 
growing neighborhood north of 
San Diego.

Zia said the gross revenues 
of three of his five parks are op-
erating above the systemwide 
average of $2.3 million, with his 
Alhambra location being his best 
performing park. 

Cerritos is next, with revenue 
“20 and 30 percent better than the 
average of all our parks,” said 
Zia.

READY TO EXPAND: Mo Zia, top row and third from left, with 
his team at one of his Sky Zone parks. Zia owns five Sky Zones, 
four in Southern California and one in Las Vegas. He has plans to 
open six more parks in the next two years.

“Mo” Zia’s first Sky Zone 
was Cerritos, he plans to 
open six more, including 
one in Pico Rivera.

Parks and Recreation 
Commission’s proposal 
was to initiate a “School 
Tree Planting Initiative 
in Cerritos Parks.”  
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Monday thru Saturday - 
6 pm to 12 Midnight

Doors open at 4pm
Sunday 2 pm to 9 pm

Doors open at 12pm

THE BINGO CLUB IS A FUCTION OF AND OPERATED BY THE IRVING I. MOSKOWITZ 
FOUNDATION NON-PROFIT PUBLIC CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION.

3 SESSIONS PER DAY!!!
25 Games per Session

EXCLUSIVE VARIETY OF PULL TABS!!!

• Smoke Free Indoors • Snack Bar • Security on Site • 
Ample parking • ATM’s Available

By Isabella Kwai

After two centuries of faithful-
ly guiding sailors around a 
blustery headland in south-
west Scotland, the Corsewall 
Lighthouse needed some at-

tention.
Ross Russell, a mechanical engineer, 

was helping refurbish the lighthouse in the 
village of Kirkcolm which is about 100 
miles south of Glasgow.

When he peeked into the cavity in a wall 
of the old structure he saw it: an old glass 
bottle with something curled up inside.

He and his colleagues fished the bottle 
out of its hiding place, called the lighthouse 

Engineers Discover a 
132-Year-Old Message 

in a Bottle in a Scottish 
Lighthouse

THE NOTE turned out to be a 
132-year-old missive, written in 
ink, from former engineers and 
lighthouse keepers who were 
installing a new Fresnel lens and 
lantern at the top of the tower.

CIRCA 1892: four lighthouse workers at the Corsewall Lighthouse. John Wilson (second 
from the left) is mentioned in the letter found in the bottle.

keeper and congregated at the bottom of the 
structure to inspect their discovery. Inside 
the bottle, which was stoppered with rust-
ed wire wrapped around an old cork, was a 
note handwritten in cursive.

How old, exactly, became clear when 
they drilled away the cork and pulled the 
note through the bottleneck using two ca-
bles. The date on the header: Sept. 4, 1892.

“We were shaking, especially me,” 
said Barry Miller, the lighthouse keeper for 
Corsewall Lighthouse who raced over last 
month when the workers told him what they 
had found. “I couldn’t keep my hands still, 
and I read the note out to the other guys.”

Was it a love letter, a disgruntled com-
plaint or someone’s final goodbye? “We all 
swore ourselves to silence if it was a trea-
sure map,” he joked.

If not as lucrative as a treasure map, the 
note turned out to be more relevant to their 
work, at least: It was a 132-year-old mis-
sive, written in ink, from former engineers 
and lighthouse keepers who were installing 
a new Fresnel lens and lantern at the top of 
the tower.

“This lantern was erected by James 

Wells Engineer, John Westwood Mill-
wright, James Brodie Engineer and David 
Scott Labourer, of the firm of James Milne 
& Son Engineers, Milton House Works, 
Edinburgh, during the months from May to 
September and relighted on Thursday night 
15th Sept 1892,” it said.

Other engineers who had worked on 
the lens were also named, along with the 
Corsewall Lighthouse keepers at the time: 
John Wilson, John B. Henderson and John 
Lockhart.

“By great coincidence, we were work-
ing on the very lens which they had in-
stalled,” Dr. Miller said, adding: “It was a 
direct communication from them to us.”

When the note was written, Queen Vic-
toria was Britain’s monarch and Grover 
Cleveland would soon return for a second 
presidential term in the United States. Mr. 
Russell, 36, the engineer, said the bottled 
message gave him a sense of being con-
nected to the past: “It almost sent shivers up 
your spine, because you knew that what he 
was reading out had been written 132 years 
ago.”

“To find a bottle and a note on the beach 
would be incredible enough, never mind in 
the wall of a lighthouse,” he said, calling it a 
“right-good time capsule.”

Perhaps the note was intended for future 
workers, hidden as it was in the walls be-
hind a cupboard. The crew had dismantled 
the cupboard only to check some beams, 
part of an inspection of the heavy lens. “We 

could have easily missed it,” Mr. Russell 
said.

The installation of the new Fresnel lens 
in 1892 would have been a massive project, 
he added, wondering if the crew had written 
the note simply to record their pride.

Ages later, some of their descendants 
have been able to share that pride and grasp 
another piece of their family history as word 
has spread about the note, according to re-
porting by BBC Scotland.

“The best part of it for me was getting 
that history and getting these connections 
the note had with people who are local to 
the area,” Mr. Russell said.

The Corsewall Lighthouse is one of 
more than 200 still operated and maintained 
by the Northern Lighthouse Board, which 
employs engineers, technicians and light-
house keepers, across Scotland and the Isle 
of Man, according to its website.

For Dr. Miller, a former academic who 
has looked after lighthouses in the south-
west of Scotland for 20 years, the protec-
tion they offer passing vessels endures time, 
even as technology has advanced to include 
radio and satellite navigation. “The light-
houses remain absolutely essential to coast-
al navigation,” he said, adding that they are 
a visual aid that helps vessels avoid reefs, 
sand banks and other dangers.

The note and the bottle are being stored 
in Edinburgh, at the board’s offices. But it’s 
a temporary home. Once the refurbishment 
is complete, the group said, the note and 
bottle will be returned to the hiding place in 
Corsewall Lighthouse.

Beside it will be one addition: another 
bottle, this time with a note from the engi-
neers and keepers from this age describing 
their work and signing their names.

“Sometime in the future, perhaps, we 
will be able to communicate to someone 
else,” Dr. Miller said.

ACROSS THE RHIN: The Corsewall 
Lighthouse is on the northern tip of the 
Rhins of Galloway about 100 miles 
southwest of Glasgow. Credit: Ashley 
Cooper, Shutterstock.

BEHIND THE CUPBOARD: Ross Russell (far right), the engineer who found the letter, 
and Barry Miller (second from right), a lighthouse keeper, with other workers from the 
Northern Lighthouse Board, Neil Armstrong (second from left) and Morgan Dennison 
(far left). Photos courtesy Northern Lighthouse Board.

Isabella Kwai writes for the NY Times, 
this story first appeared in Nov. 2024.
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Watch these videos @
www.ReverseMortgageVideos.com

LCCN Staff Report

Cerritos College’s culinary arts pro-
gram, in collaboration with Marukan Vine-
gar (USA) Inc., hosted the seventh annual 
Marukan Cup of Culinary Excellence. 

After a four-year hiatus due to the pan-
demic, the event returned to celebrate the 
51st anniversary of the culinary arts pro-
gram, honoring five decades of culinary ed-
ucation and excellence.

The competition featured 12 talented 
culinary arts students who showcased their 
skills by creating dishes inspired by various 
regions and culinary themes, incorporating 
Marukan Vinegar as a key ingredient. The 
event drew over 200 spectators, with indus-
try judges providing professional feedback 
to select the top three winners.

First Place: Antonio Yarza
Prize: $1,000
Theme: French Nouveau
Dish: Potato-crusted halibut with saf-

fron Béarnaise sauce, asparagus tips, and 
asparagus sauce with a mushroom tourné

Second Place: Danika Yi
Prize: $500
Theme: Hawaiian
Dish: Huli-Huli Chicken (Frenched 

chicken breast braised and grilled with 
sweet-savory sauce), served with rice fold-
ed with Hawaiian yam puree and Thai pa-

paya salad
Third Place: Gisselle Mendez
Prize: $250
Theme: Southeast Asian
Dish: Asian flank steak topped with a 

citrusy sauce, served with saffron rice, cole-
slaw with an Asian sweet and spicy vinai-
grette, and coconut sambal potatoes, gar-
nished with toasted sesame seeds and green 
onions

“We congratulate Antonio, Danika, and 
Gisselle for their remarkable achievements 
and thank all participants for their hard 
work and dedication to the craft,” said Je-
susita Lopez, assistant professor and chair 
of culinary arts.

The Cerritos College Culinary Arts 
Program offers pathways to prepare stu-
dents for careers in the professional food 
service industry.  Students can earn certif-
icates and associate of science degrees in 
professional cooking, professional baking 
& pastry, and culinary arts management. 
The program also offers two associate of 
science for transfer degrees in food service 
management and hospitality management, 
providing a pathway to transfer to CSULB 
or Cal Poly Pomona to complete a bache-
lor’s degree in hospitality management. For 
more information about the program and 
upcoming events, visit www.cerritos.edu/
culinary-arts/

Marukan Cup of Culinary Excellence Competition at Cerritos College

THE COMPETITION featured 12 talented culinary arts students who showcased their 
skills by creating dishes inspired by various regions and culinary themes, incorporating 
Marukan Vinegar as a key ingredient. Photo Cerritos College.

Feedback Sought Regarding
Cerritos Library and Cerritos 
Senior Center Hours of Operation

Cerritos invites all residents and pa-
trons to complete surveys regarding their 
preferences for the hours of operation for 
the Cerritos Library and Cerritos Senior 
Center at Pat Nixon Park.

The surveys are posted on the City’s 
website at cerritos.gov and physical copies 
are also available at the Cerritos Library 
and the Cerritos Senior Center. Scan teh 
QR Cose below, the surveys will remain 
open until Friday, January 10, 2025.

Lakewood Volunteer Day 
Program Seeks Project Sites

Lakewood’s annual Volunteer Day 
program is looking for project sites for 
its Saturday, April 12 cleanup and fix-up 
event.

Recipients of Volunteer Day aid can 
be seniors or persons of any age who, 
because of a disability or limited means, 
need some neighborly help to make their 
Lakewood yard or home exterior a little 
nicer. Work can include gardening, yard 
cleanup or minor painting. 

The proposed project sites are re-
viewed by city staff for eligibility and 
suitability. If you, or someone you know, 
can benefit from a Volunteer Day cleanup 
project and meet the selection criteria, 
please submit an application online, or 
call the Burns Community Center at 562-
925-7512.

Volunteer Day is one of Lakewood’s 
enduring traditions, where residents help 
their neighbors in need and make their 
community a better place.

More than 300 volunteers will fan 
out that day to locations throughout 
Lakewood to donate a morning’s work 
to help their neighbors in need. Teams 
of volunteer workers from scout troops, 
schools, clubs, businesses, organizations 
and religious congregations will assist 
residents who are unable to maintain their 
properties themselves.

Cerritos residents can renew their an-
nual parking permit for 2025 or request an 
overnight parking permit 24-hours-a-day, 
seven-days-a-week, online at safercerritos.
us. City parking permits are free of charge 
and must be clearly displayed on the driv-
er’s side dashboard of the vehicle (left 
corner) from 3 a.m. until 5 a.m. A vehicle 
displaying a valid California DMV Dis-
abled Person Placard does not require an 
overnight parking permit. A parking permit 
does not exempt a vehicle from the City’s 

street sweeping ordinance (10.12.065 
CMC). 

The parking permit criteria allow two-
car garage households with five vehicles 
and four licensed drivers to qualify for a 
second annual parking permit. Threecar 
garage households with seven vehicles and 
six licensed drivers qualify for a second 
parking permit. 

For more information, 
contact the Community Safety 

Division at (562) 916-1266. 

Renew Parking Permit in  Cerritos
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but also a valuable learning experience 
for the students, fostering a sense of in-
volvement and responsibility in Cerritos.

Schools would need permission from 
the city to plant the tree, and each school 
would be responsible for selecting an ap-
propriate tree species to “ensure ecologi-
cal compatibility.”

The process would also include nam-
ing the tree, which could have involved 
a class-wide or school-wide campaign. 
The name chosen by the students would 
reflect their school spirit, honor a signifi-
cant figure, or memorialize an important 
event.

The proposal also emphasized the 
program’s educational benefits, which 
would provide students with field trips 
and hands-on learning experiences about 
the environment, ecology, and the impor-
tance of trees. This aspect of the initia-
tive was designed to enrich the students’ 
understanding of their local environment 
and the role they can play in its preser-
vation.

Cerritos has been awarded Tree City 
every year for the past two decades.

“[The proposal] will encourage stu-
dents to take an active role in environ-
mental stewardship and community 
engagement,” wrote Pathak. “The long-
term impact of planting trees will en-
hance the beauty and biodiversity of our 
city parks. Students will develop a lasting 
connection to the parks, fostering a sense 
of pride and ownership that will endure 
for years to come. By allowing schools to 
plant and name trees in our city parks, we 
can create a legacy that benefits both the 
environment and our community.”

In other news, at its January 9 meet-
ing, the Cerritos City Council approved 

a contract with Santa Fe Springs-based 
CJ Concrete Construction for a large 
accessibility project within the Cerritos 
Towne Center. The project, which aims 
to improve accessibility for all residents, 
will involve the removal and replace-
ment of 2,200 square feet of sidewalk, 18 
curb ramps, and 325 linear feet of curb 
and gutter on the eastern corner of Towne 
Center Dr. and Park Plaza Dr. 

The project is being paid for using 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds that Cerritos receives 
yearly. CDBG funding is strictly regu-
lated by guidelines and objectives estab-
lished by the United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). Among the goals established by 
HUD, cities must use CDBG funds for 
activities that benefit low-and moder-
ate-income persons, revitalize neighbor-
hoods, prevent or eliminate blight, and 
improve accessibility for disabled indi-
viduals.

In November 2023, the Cerritos City 
Council approved using the 2024-2025 
CDBG funds for the accessibility project 
along Towne Center. The city clerk sent 
out a bid to remove and replace 2,200 
square feet of sidewalk, 18 curb ramps, 
and 325 linear feet of curb and gutter.

On December 18, 2024, the city 
clerk’s office received and opened two 
bids submitted by CJ Concrete Construc-
tion, Inc. and Kalban, Inc. of Santa Clar-
ita. CJ Concrete submitted the lowest 
total bid of $185,100. The City Council 
approved the award 5-0.

At the same meeting, the City Coun-
cil will discuss adding additional pick-
leball courts to Cerritos Park East. The 
city would use the area where an unused 
spray pool currently occupies.

TREES from page 1 Sizzler Remodeling Downey Location 

LCCN Staff Report

Sizzler is trying to change it up. Rec-
ognizing that many Millennials grew up 
fond of Sizzler, the company’s rebranding 
strategy focuses on leveraging the brand’s 
heritage to attract this demographic that 
feels the nostalgic pull of infinite salad bar 
trips and cheese toast. 

In fact, the death of fast-casual dining 
has been exaggerated: 67% of Gen Z con-
sumers favor it, while 57% of Millennials 
prefer it over quick-service options. By 
tapping into the sentimental value associ-
ated with the brand, Sizzler aims to com-
pete with fast-food giants like McDonald’s 
and offer a more appealing alternative for 
parents seeking a dining experience that 
evokes comfort and familiarity.

Over the years, Sizzler faced an iden-
tity crisis and lost its way. But what re-

mained was its pop culture status and its 
sentimental, warm-and-fuzzy place in our 
collective memories. 

By tapping into the restaurant’s rich 
history, Sizzler crafted a reimagined iden-
tity that blends timeless elements with 
modern design sensibilities. 

Available now are a 14 oz Rib Eye, a 
12 oz New York Strip  or a 8 oz Tri-Tip 
Sirloin All include choice of side.

For fish lovers, there’s Cilantro 
Lime Barramundi, fresh Grilled Salm-
on, Grilled Shrimp Skewers, the famous 
Shrimp! Shrimp! Shrimp! and a Double 
Lobster Tail.

Of course they also have the Unlim-
ited Salad Bar, the Hot Bar where you 
can  find unlimited wings, a taco bar, and 
a pasta bar all at once, and a Dessert Bar 
which includes soft serve ice cream.

NOT MALIBU CHICKEN: The corporate-owned location is one of three locations 
to see a remodel, following recently renovated sites in San Diego and Flagstaff. This 
remodel is part of a recent partnership with Brooklyn-based branding agency Tavern 
to revitalize its brand and “reclaim its place in the hearts of consumers.” 
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Call (888) 336-6100
athensservices.com • Email: cs@athensservices.com

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.

Lakewood Crews Cleaning Up After Winds

CHOPPING UP: the Lakewood Public Works team taking care of this week’s 
emergency calls, including eight downed trees that were blocking access ways 
or fell on vehicles. For a downed tree limb, or a water main leak, call City Hall 
during business hours at 562-866-9771, ext. 2140 or send an email to service1@
lakewoodcity.org. After business hours call 562-866-9771 and follow the recorded 
instructions to page a 24-hour city emergency staff worker.

Volunteer for the 2025 Los 
Angeles County Homeless Count

Volunteers are needed to assist with 
the 2025 Homeless Count. This year’s 
Count will be held on Wednesday, 
January 22 at 8 p.m. The data collected 
from the Count is an essential component 
in understanding and addressing home-
lessness in L.A. County and helps the 
Los Angeles Homeless Services Author-
ity (LAHSA) and its partners deliver 
services where they are needed most. 
For more information, or to sign-up, visit 
count.lahsa.org.

Recycle Your Christmas Tree
La Mirada residents can recycle live 

holiday trees through the free curbside 
Christmas Tree Recycling program 
through Friday, January 17. Residents 
may place their Christmas trees curb-
side on their normal trash pick-up days. 
Flocked trees will also be accepted. 

Residents living in multi-family 
communities without curbside refuse 
service may drop off their Christmas 
trees by Friday, January 17 at the La Mi-
rada Community Gymnasium, located 
at 15105 Alicante Road. Info: Public 
Works Department at (562) 902-2385. 

LCCN Staff Report

Hawaiian Garden’s upscale Desi eat-
ery, SHOR Bazaar, is kicking off the New 
Year with a brand-new mocktail menu to 
help navigate celebrate Dry January. 

Known for its innovative 100% 
non-alcoholic bar program, SHOR Bazaar 
continues to redefine the dining experi-
ence for those exploring the sober-curious 
movement. 

Each mocktail on the Dry January 
menu is priced at $12 and will be avail-
able for a limited time through January 
31, 2025.

The Dry January Mocktails include:
Kale Smash: Kale meets pineapple 

nectar, non-alcoholic gin, lime, and simple 
syrup for a bold, green creation.

Blue Ice: A refreshing combination of 
lychee nectar, lime, Seedlip 94, and blue 
curaçao.

Mai Tai: A tropical blend of non-alco-
holic rum, lime, orange juice, and orgeat.

Melon Sour: Honeydew melon paired 
with basil, non-alcoholic tequila, lime, and 
egg white for a frothy twist.

“Dry January has become a wonder-
ful yearly social tradition that allows us 
to share our passion for non-alcoholic 
culture with an even wider audience,” 
says Head Mixologist Ahmad Hosseini. 
“To inspire guests to explore the art of 
non-alcoholic mixology, we created four 
new drinks that are interesting and spark 
excitement for the possibilities of a sober 

Hawaiian Gardens ‘Desi’ Eatery Offers Innovative Mocktails

SHOR BAZAAR MOCKTAILS: (l-r) Kale Smash, Blue Ice, Mai Tai, Melon Sour.

lifestyle, whether it’s just for one month, 
or continued throughout everyday life.”

The Dry January mocktails join a 
core bar menu of signature mocktails and 
non-alcoholic spirits curated for SHOR’s 
unique bar program, noted as the second 
N/A bar program in LA to date. Highlights 
include spirit-free shots and beer, globally 
sourced non-alcoholic wines, and a luxury 
water bar featuring rare, globally sourced 
bottled waters. This thoughtful program 
ensures that every guest, regardless of 
their beverage preference, enjoys an ele-
vated dining experience.

Since its opening in February 2024, 
SHOR Bazaar has become a culinary 
destination, celebrated for elevating 
traditional South Asian cuisine. Miche-
lin Bib Gourmand-recognized Execu-
tive Chef Imran ‘Ali’ Mookhi leads the 
charge, blending his modern, chef-driven 
techniques with the rich flavors of India, 
Pakistan, and Afghanistan. SHOR honors 
traditional halal dishes with a sophisticat-
ed culinary flair, solidifying its reputation 
as a must-visit dining experience in South-
ern California.

SHOR Bazaar is located at 12155 
E Carson St. in Hawaiian Gardens and 
serves guests Monday through Thursday 
from 4 PM to 10 PM, Friday from 4 PM 
to 11 PM, Saturday from 2 PM to 11 PM, 
and Sunday from 2 PM to 10 PM. To stay 
updated on the latest SHOR news, follow 
the restaurant on Instagram at @shorba-
zaar_la or visit shorbazaarla.com.w

La Mirada Farmers Market 
Resumes January 11

La Mirada’s Farmers Market is back! 
Celebrate the new year with a “fresh 
start” and fresh regional produce, pack-
aged artisan and ready-to-eat specialty 
foods, and locally made crafts and gifts. 
The La Mirada Farmers Market is open 

every Saturday from 9 a.m. to   1 p.m. 
On Saturday, January 11, and every 
first Saturday of the month, the Farmers 
Market will have its monthly kick-off 
featuring live music, crafts for kids, and 
giveaways. The Farmers Market features 
20 to 25 vendors each week. The Farm-
ers Market has a temporary new location 
within the Civic Center campus adjacent 
to the Activity Center.
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Four years ago, our democracy was put 
to the test — and prevailed.

On this Jan. 6, order will be called. 
Clerks, staff and members of Congress will 
gather to certify the results of a free and fair 
presidential election and ensure a peaceful 
transfer of power. Capitol Police will stand 
guard over the citadel of our democracy.

The vice president of the United States, 
faithful to her duty under our Constitution, 
will preside over the certification of her op-
ponent’s victory in the November election.

It is a ceremony that for more than two 
centuries has made America a beacon to 
the world, a ceremony that ratifies the will 
of the voters.

For much of our history, this proceed-
ing was treated as pro forma, a routine act. 
But after what we all witnessed on Jan. 6, 
2021, we know we can never again take it 
for granted.

Violent insurrectionists attacked the 
Capitol, threatened the lives of elected of-
ficials and assaulted brave law enforcement 
officers.

We should be proud that our democra-
cy withstood this assault. And we should 
be glad we will not see such a shameful at-
tack again this year.

But we should not forget. We must re-
member the wisdom of the adage that any 
nation that forgets its past is doomed to re-
peat it. We cannot accept a repeat of what 
occurred four years ago.

An unrelenting effort has been under-
way to rewrite — even erase — the histo-
ry of that day. To tell us we didn’t see what 
we all saw with our own eyes. To dismiss 
concerns about it as some kind of partisan 
obsession. To explain it away as a protest 
that just got out of hand.

This is not what happened.
In time, there will be Americans who 

didn’t witness the Jan. 6 riot firsthand but 

will learn about it from footage and testi-
mony of that day, from what is written in 
history books and from the truth we pass 
on to our children. We cannot allow the 
truth to be lost.

Thousands of rioters crossed the Na-
tional Mall and climbed the Capitol walls, 
smashing windows and kicking down 
doors. Just blocks away, a bomb was found 
near the location of the incoming vice 
president, threatening her life. Law en-
forcement officials were beaten, dragged, 
knocked unconscious and stomped upon. 
Some police officers ultimately died as a 
result.

As president-elect that day, I spoke to 
the country and called for peace, and for 
the certification to resume.

Four years later, leaving office, I am de-
termined to do everything I can to respect 
the peaceful transfer of power and restore 
the traditions we have long respected in 
America. The election will be certified 
peacefully. I have invited the incoming 
president to the White House on the morn-
ing of Jan. 20, and I will be present for his 
inauguration that afternoon.

But on this day, we cannot forget. This 
is what we owe those who founded this na-
tion, those who have fought for it and died 
for it.

And we should commit to remember-
ing Jan. 6, 2021, every year. To remember 
it as a day when our democracy was put to 
the test and prevailed. To remember that 
democracy — even in America — is never 
guaranteed.

We should never forget it is our democ-
racy that makes everything possible — our 
freedoms, our rights, our liberties, our 
dreams. And that it falls to every genera-
tion of Americans to defend and protect it.

This Op/Ed first appeared 
in thee Washington Post
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This week, President-Elect Donald 
Trump announced he wanted to take over 
Greenland ‘for national security reasons.’ 
This unexpected move, following his cam-
paign on issues like the price of eggs, de-
portation/immigration, and crime, raises 
the question: What Does Greenland Have 
to Do With the Price of Eggs?

His next move was to cower to Elon 
Musk, an immigrant, and allow H-1B vi-
sas. An H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa 
that allows U.S. employers to employ for-
eign workers in specialized occupations 
temporarily. These jobs typically require 
theoretical or technical expertise in fields 
such as information technology, engineer-
ing, science, finance, mathematics, archi-
tecture, medicine, and more.

Musk and Ramaswamy defended com-
panies that use workers on H-1B visas, 
arguing that tech companies—including 
those owned by Musk—depend on foreign 
workers to operate. 

Voters who threw Trump over the top 
in the election were working middle-class 
whites and white women, along with 
MAGA voters expect his administration to 
crack down on immigration and promote 
American labor. However, that whole 
group hated it when Trump said he would 
allow H-1B visas. Just Google MAGA 
H-1B to see for yourself.

In addition, Musk and Ramaswamy 
called American workers mediocre and 
cited H1-B visas as the reason the U.S. 
needs foriegn workers. Trump agreed. It’s 
all about deportation.

Trump also announced he wanted to 
make Canada “the 51st state.” Fox News 

jumped all over that statement, with all of 
the major anchors wanting to Make Amer-
ica Great Again...By Adding Canada? 
MAGABAC! Maybe he can fit that on a 
red bro-hat.

“Canada and the United States. That 
would really be something,” Trump said 
Tuesday at a news conference at his Mar-a-
Lago resort in Palm Beach, Florida. “They 
should be a state.” Trump said he would 
use economic force, not military force.

LCCN says go ahead Trump, make it 
a state.

Liberals have been in charge of the 
Canadian federal government for the ma-
jority of the time since World War Two,” 
said longtime Republican strategist Dave 
Carney on Fox News. For once, LCCN re-
luctantly agrees with Fox News.

If Canada became the 51st state, it is 
likely that the voters supporting those gov-
ernments would vote for Democrats rather 
than Republicans.

With a population of slightly more 
than 40 million, Canada would become the 
most populous state in the U.S., edging out 
blue-state California.

Canada’s addition to the U.S. as the na-
tion’s largest state could give Democrats 
a big boost in the battle for congressional 
majorities and the electoral vote count in 
presidential elections. 

Please, Trump, go right ahead with 
Canada.

This is the four years were are in for, 
just like Trump V.1, a clown show full of 
questionable and impetuous decisions by a 
convicted felon and adjudicated rapist.

Greenland and MAGABAC.

OP/ED: What Does Greenland Have to Do With the Price of Eggs?
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By Natasha Lennard, The Intercept

In a shameless act of genuflection 
toward the incoming Trump adminis-
tration, Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg an-
nounced Tuesday that his social media 
platforms — which include Facebook 
and Instagram — will be getting rid of 
fact-checking partners and replacing 
them with a “community notes” model 
like that found on X. 

(This publisher thinks the author of 
this opiniion has never seen the defam-
atory rants related to LCCN posted by 
Cerritos Press One members or Cerritos 
Councilman Chuong Vo on Facebook.)

There could be little doubt about 
whom Meta aimed to please with these 
changes: Donald Trump and his far-
right political movement.

In a video message explaining the 
announcement, Zuckerberg framed the 
new policies in the Republican lexicon 
of “free expression” against “censor-
ship,” echoing right-wing talking points 
about how the social media platform’s 
third-party fact checkers have been 
prone to “political bias.”

And ending the fact-checking pro-
gram was a direct demand of Trump’s 
pick for Federal Communications Com-
mission chair and current FCC commis-
sioner, Brendan Carr. 

News of the changes was first shared 
by Meta’s chief global affairs officer 
Joel Kaplan in an exclusive on “Fox & 
Friends,” Trump’s favorite show. 

Zuckerberg and his executives’ naked 
pandering is worthy of contempt. As is 
the tech mogul’s decision last month to 
donate $1 million to Trump’s inaugura-
tion fund.

Meta platforms will now follow in 
the footsteps of X and become more 
filled with unchecked, reliably racist 
conspiracy theories, a proliferation of 
neo-Nazi accounts, hate speech, and 
violence. Zuckerberg himself admitted 
in his announcement that “we’re going 
to catch less bad stuff.”

The nails are firmly in the coffin, 
and the coffin has been buried — so 
long dead is the idea that social media 
platforms like X or Instagram are either 
trustworthy news publishers, sites for 
liberatory community building, or hubs 
for digital democracy. Instead, we need 
to think about the internet as a place 
driven exactly by the motives of the peo-
ple who own — and profit from — these 
platforms.

Social media platforms are huge 
corporations for which we, as users, 
produce data to be mined as a commod-
ity to sell to advertisers — and  — and 
government agencies. The CEOs of these 
corporations are craven and power-hun-
gry. a

Zuckerberg, lest we forget, is still 
facing an antitrust Federal Trade 
Commission lawsuit over claims that 
Meta bought Instagram and WhatsApp 
to crush competition. Luckily for him, 
Trump responds well to bootlicking. 

Natasha Lennard is a columnist 
for The Intercept. Her work 

has appeared in The Nation, Book-
forum, and the New York Times, among 

others. She is the associate director of the 
Creative Publishing & Critical Journalism 

graduate program at the New School 
for Social Research in New York.

Facebook Will Cease Fact-Checking, Stop Laughing

Joe Biden: What Americans Should Remember About Jan. 6
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Robbery 
On Sunday, December 29, two sus-

pects attempted to steal merchandise 
from a store at the Los Cerritos Center. 
When the security guard bravely inter-
vened, they assaulted him and managed 
to escape. This incident underscores the 
importance of community vigilance in 
preventing such crimes.

Aggravated Assault
At the 11400 block of South St., near 

Gridley and South, a suspect pointed a 
knife at a victim. Fortunately, deputies 
were in the vicinity and were able to 
swiftly arrest the suspect, demonstrating 
the effective response of our law enforce-
ment.

Residential Burglary
A residential burglary occurred at 

11500 Bos St., right across from Bragg El-
ementary School. A rear sliding door was 
shattered, and the owner is still assess-
ing what was taken. Another residential 
burglary occurred at the 13000 block of 
Cantrece Lane, which is near Shoemaker 
and South St.; the owner is still assessing 
what was taken. Yet another residential 
burglary occurred at the 11900 block of 
Aclare, right across from Juarez Acade-
my. The suspect bent the screen door, and 
it was unknown what was taken.

Grand Theft
Three grand thefts occurred at the 

Los Cerritos Center. The suspects are un-
known. An e-bike, a tailgate, and a cata-
lytic converter were taken.

Grand Theft Auto
There were seven grand theft auto in-

cidents. Three occurred at the Los Cerri-
tos Center, where a Cadillac was stolen 
and not recovered, but a Kia Optima and 
a Hyundai Sonata were stolen and both 
recovered. 

A car was stolen and recovered at the 
17200 block of Studebaker, very close 
to Gahr High School, and just down the 
street, at the 18900 block inside the Cer-
ritos Auto Square, a Ford was stolen and 
recovered.

Vehicle Burglary
At 19300 Stefani Ave., directly across 

from Carver Elementary School, the 
passenger window of a Honda Accord 
was shattered, and cologne was tak-
en. A Toyota was broken into at 10800 
Alondra, right at 605 and Alondra Blvd., 

and a wallet was stolen. At 18800 Jef-
frey Ave., a residential area just north of 
Shoemaker and South St., the driver’s 
window was shattered in a BMW; it was 
unknown what was taken. Finally, at the 
11000 block of 183rd, the northern end 
of the Los Cerritos Center, a Honda and a 
Mitsubishi had their passenger windows 
shattered and purses stolen..

La Mirada
Notable Arrests
Three suspects were arrested 

throughout La Mirada for various war-
rants and narcotics violations. 

 Other Structure Burglary
An early morning vehicle burglary 

occurred on the 14700 block of Beach 
Blvd.

A burglary was reported on the 16400 
block of Phoebe Ave.

A burglary occurred on the 15700 
block of Imperial Hwy.

 Grand Theft
An attempted catalytic converter 

theft was reported on the 14300 block of 
Rosecrans Ave.

A tailgate was reported stolen on the 
14600 block of Mansa Dr.

Tools were stolen on the 14100 block 
of Biola Ave.

 Grand Theft Auto
An attempted vehicle theft was re-

ported on the 14700 block of Firestone 
Blvd.

A van was stolen on the 12100 block 
of Gerber Ave.

News When 
You Want It

HEWS MEDIA GROUP

Winner of Eight L.A. Press Club Awards 2012-2015

Pizza Hut Testing New Design Including ‘Hut ‘N Go’ Drive-Thru

THE NEW DESIGN has heated cabinets for pick-up orders and a front-facing pizza 
making counter. The exterior has a drive-thru lane serving a new “Hut ‘N Go” menu.

LCCN Staff Report

Pizza-Hut  unveiled a new design con-
cept that features a pizza-making station at 
the center of the restaurant, allowing cus-
tomers to see employees make their orders. 
It’s part of broader changes Pizza Hut is 
showing off at a remodeled location.

Also at the restaurant is a modern-
ized interior that has touchscreen kiosks 
for customers to place orders and heated 
cabinets for pick-up. The exterior has a 
drive-thru lane serving a new “Hut ‘N Go” 
menu, which features new digital menu 
boards and serves its most popular foods 
in an attempt to reduce wait times.

Pizza Hut and its rivals are struggling 
as inflation-weary customers hunt for val-
ue. The industry faces intense competition 
from third-party delivery apps that have 
replaced pizza delivery – an American 
mainstay – with other options, including 
McDonald’s, for people’s to-go orders, ac-
cording to Jonathan Maze, editor-in-chief 
at Restaurant Business Magazine.

The remodeled location is the same 
size and same number of employees as its 
predecessor. Pizza Hut is testing the de-
sign before rolling it out to other US cities, 
though it has about 2,000 of these rede-
signed restaurants internationally.
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THE HUNTINGTON 
ART MUSEUM, 
LIBRARY AND 

BOTANICAL 
GARDENS

By Lydia E. Ringwald

Need a day off but 
don’t want to 
travel too far? A 
perfect paradise 

is the Huntington Library, 
Art Museum and Botanical 
Gardens in San Marino, only 
about an hour’s drive from 
Cerritos. 

Enjoy a lovely stroll to the 
five lush, beautifully main-

tained theme gardens on this 
splendid 130-acre site.

A Desert Garden has one 
of the oldest collections of 
succulents in the world and a 
Garden Desert Conservatory 
with pathways that visit rare 
cacti, each identified with bo-
tanical information for learn-
ing enjoyment.

The Herb Garden includes 
herbs commonly used in the 
household, medicines, wines, 
and teas, as well as rare exotic 
spice species.

Huntington is famous for 
its Japanese Garden, which in-
cludes an actual 18th-century 
Japanese house surrounded by 
meticulously maintained rock 
gardens, a moon bridge, and a 
koi pond. Sip a tea at the Tea 
House and revel in the fantasy 
of this lovely distant land.

The Jungle Garden is lush 
with exotic tropical foliage, 
and the Australian Garden is 
rich with subtropical plants. 
The Palm Garden includes 90 
species of palms native to arid 
and subtropical lands.

As you stroll on pathways 
through these amazing gar-
dens, you will be getting your 
weekly quota of miles in with-
out even realizing it. Walk and 

learn. Wander and enjoy.
A quite spectacular recent 

addition to the Huntington 
Theme Garden Collection is 
the Chinese Garden, replete 
with waterways, bridges and 
enchanting pagodas.  Enjoy a 
lovely lunch at the restaurant/
cafe on the site. 

Huntington Theme Garden 
classics are the Shakespeare 
Garden, with plants cultivated 
in England during the Shake-
spearean era, and the Rose 
Garden, a 3-acre site with over 
3000 species of roses. Visit 
when roses are in bloom and 
inhale the perfumed fragrance 
with heady delight.

Continue your stroll 
through sculpture gardens, 
past a lush lily pond and a 
Mausoleum, to enter the Hun-
tington Art Museum, the for-
mer mansion of Henry Hun-
tington himself. Here, you can 
view the fabulous and famous 
collection of European Art. 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, George 
Romney, and Sir Thomas 
Gainsborough’s masterpiece 
paintings adorn the galleries 
and living spaces of this origi-
nal luxurious mansion.

It is truly a spiritual ex-
perience to be in the vicinity 
of some of the world’s most 
famous paintings and to enjoy 
the skill and mastery of re-
nowned artists of the 18th and 
19th centuries.

Each painting tells a story. 
The Huntington Museum art 
curators have included infor-

mation about the artist and 
subject matter of each painting 
to further edify and delight 
viewers.

The most famous painting 
of Emma, George Romney’s 
model, who rose to the rank 
of ‘Lady’ when she married 
the elderly Lord Hamilton 
but fell into disrepute after a 
love affair with the married 
Lord Nelson, hangs quietly 
and modestly in the mansion 
gallery.

Although most of the 
collections are devoted to his-
torical art, one of the gallery 
rooms of the museum also 
offers exhibits of contempo-
rary living artists. And a visit 
to the museum before March 
3 provides an opportunity to 
view the unique artworks of 
Calcutta, Kashmir, and Lon-
don-based artist Raqib Shaw, 
whose imagery magically 
merges art traditions from 
European and Asian art into a 

painting phantasmagoria that 
spins past cultural memory 
into the present and future.

Before you leave the Hun-
tington garden grounds, visit 
the American Art Museum, 
which features highlights of 
American art from the colo-
nial past into the present. The 
Agnes Pelton painting there 
will transport you to a higher 
realm.

The nearby Boone Gallery 
offers contemporary art and 
literary exhibits that explore 
intriguing social themes. Most 
recently, the exhibit ‘Storm 

Cloud’ explored the envi-
ronmental issues that have 
plagued humanity over the 
ages.

Visiting the Huntington 
Library to view historical 
manuscripts and letters is truly 
edifying. There is so much to 
experience; consider another 
visit devoted solely to the 
manuscript library.

Ready for lunch?
Enjoy exquisite dining 

at one of several restaurants 
and cafes on the Huntington 
grounds.

If you haven’t already 

dined at the Fresh Water Pa-
vilion in the Chinese Garden, 
you may enjoy a fabulous 
cafeteria-style lunch at the 
1919 Cafe and select from an 
array of hot lunch entrees or 
lighter fare:  pizza, taco, tost-
ada bowl, and salad choices. 
Seating either inside or outside 
offers garden views from all 
of the various vantage points.

The famous Huntington 
Garden Tea Room has been 
renovated and expanded for 
elegant seated service dining. 
Savoring a glass of wine in the 
outdoor portico garden area 
feels like being in a Monet 
painting.

Ah... after a day of beau-
ty, strolling through elegant 
gardens, and viewing some of 
the greatest masterpiece paint-
ings in the world, one feels 
refreshed.

Perhaps life itself is our 
greatest artwork. 

We depart with a commit-
ment to make life beautiful 
and the realization that we are 
the artists of our own reality.

For reservations and fur-
ther information, please visit 
the huntington.org

THE ART COLLECTIONS 
include extraordinary 
examples of decorative arts 
and folk art, paintings, prints 
and drawings, photography, 
and sculpture displayed in the 
Huntington Art Gallery. 

STROLL THROUGH the five lush, beautifully maintained theme gardens on the 
130 acre site. The Japanese Garden includes an actual 18th century Japanese house 
surrounded by meticulously maintained rock gardens, a moon bridge and koi pond. 
Sip a tea at the Tea House and revel in this lovely distant land.

“A garden to walk in 
and immensity to dream 
in – what more could 
he ask? A few flowers 
at his feet and above 
him the stars.” 

~Victor Hugo

1919 CAFE serving a 
selection of items, 
offers indoor and 

outdoor dining. The Bar 
is also open with a 

wide selection of wine 
and beer.

THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 
is one of the world’s great 

independent research libraries, with 
some 12 million items spanning the 

11th to the 21st century.
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

 
Valley Christian High kicked off Olym-

pic League action against Maranatha High 
last Friday and the girls proved that there 
is more to their team than up and coming 
shooting star sophomore Hannah Bur-
goyne. For the second straight game, se-
nior Chayse Chambers shot the lights out 
of the gymnasium, further illustrating that 
opponents shouldn’t sleep on the rest of the 
team.

After collecting seven three-pointers 
and scoring 23 points on Dec. 30 against 
Norco High in the final contest of the Or-
ange Holiday Classic, she was back at it 
against the Minutemen, shooting six of 11 
from the field, all coming from beyond the 
arc, as she helped the Defenders pull away 
in the second half for a 44-33 victory. En-
tering the game, the last six wins by V.C. 
over Maranatha have been by a combined 
average of five and a half points.

“Chayse has just been shooting the ball 
incredible, and I think it’s obvious because 
teams are preparing for Hannah,” said V.C. 
head coach Dan Leffler. “They’re either 
going to face guard her or they’re going 
to double team her. So somebody’s got to 
shoot the ball and she’s been doing a great 
job for us. It makes us a little bit more dif-
ficult to prepare for, I think. But I think it’s 
what we need to be competitive for league. 
We need somebody else to shoot because 
Hannah’s a great player; she does a lot of 
wonderful things for us.”

V.C. trailed 7-2 before the first of those 
three-pointers from Chambers started a 9-0 
run before the Minutemen scored the final 
five points over the last 1:56 of the stan-
za, then the first five points of the second 
quarter. Maranatha still had a 19-13 lead 
until Chambers fed a pass to junior Aniyah 
Peoples which began a 10-2 run that put 
the Defenders in front at the half. The go-
ahead basket came with 22.3 seconds re-
maining in the half when Peoples scored 
off a pass from junior Liana Lopez.

Whatever Leffler said at halftime 
worked because the Defenders (8-9, 1-0) 
came out vigorously to begin the second 
half, allowing the Minutemen to shoot two 
of 16 from the field in the third quarter 
while building a 10-point advantage going 
into the fourth quarter. One reason for the 
strong third quarter was the defensive per-
formance against Elizabeth Ekpo, who had 
nine points in the first half, but attempted 
two shots in the third quarter, scoring once 
and missing a pair of free throws.

“Effort on our part; I think that’s the 
big thing,” said Leffler of the third quarter. 
“We tend to play games pretty slow and 
finish strong, and we’ve been in a lot of 
games where we’ve been chasing. Again, 
we’re not used to being in those spots and 
now we’re trying to figure it out on the fly. 
Defensively, we tightened it up a little bit.”

Peoples began the fourth quarter with 
her last basket almost two minutes in to 
give the Defenders their biggest lead of 
the game. And while the hosts scored just 

eight points in the final stanza, the shoot-
ing of Burgoyne, Chambers and Peoples 
were more than the Minutemen could han-
dle. Burgoyne and Peoples each scored 10 
points on a combined nine of 20 from the 
field and had nine and eight rebounds, re-
spectively.

Freshman Molly Douglas came off 
the bench to add the other six points V.C. 
would score and grabbed seven rebounds. 
As a team, V.C. was 17 of 41 from the field 
but 10 of 26 from three-point territory, and 
it did not go to the line once. All seven 
players who saw action had at least one re-
bound and one assist.

“We’re going to shoot it 25 times a 
game from three-point land,” said Leffler. 
“That’s our goal, and I think we shoot bet-
ter from three than we do a two. And, we 
have to get better at finishing around the 
basket. I think we had opportunities that 
we did not finish around the basket that we 
need to get better at. But that’s kind of the 
makeup of our team. they want to play the 
perimeter and shoot the ball, and we work 
hard on it.”

Leffler’s team has reached the .500 
mark once this season, which came after 
the second game, and has won four of its 
last six games while the V.C. boys squad 

was seeking a .500 mark for the second 
time in seven days and the first quarter 
would have suggested that the Defenders 
were on their way to that goal.

They bolted out to a 15-6 lead in the 
first 4:35 before Maranatha went on a 22-2 
run over the next 11:25 of the half and 
could not recover from that in a 61-49 loss. 
After 21 straight losses to the Minutemen, 
the two had split the last eight meetings.

“We started the game with energy, and 
I think we died out,” said V.C. head coach 
Dijon Thompson. “That’s as simple as it 
is. The shots were falling, and then they 
stopped [falling]. That’s offense; it comes 
and goes.”

The Defenders shot six of 11 from the 
field in the opening quarter thanks to a pair 
of three-pointers from sophomore Vladi-
mir Prokopiv, one more from senior Chris-
tian Manley. a pair of baskets from senior 
Bryce Shepherd and three assists from ju-
nior Nathan Maurer. After that, the game 
would change to the liking of Maranatha, 
which entered the contest with a 5-12 re-
cord.

Chris Smith would be a thorn in V.C.’s 
side throughout the game. He scored seven 
of his nine first quarter points as part of the 
12-0 run to end the stanza and finished the 

game with 22 points. Then there was Isaiah 
Lemongo, who scored 13 of his 15 points 
in the second half.

“We’re not a team that can play fast,” 
said Thompson. “Reading the game is diffi-
cult when you’re playing fast, and we have 
a short bench. So we can’t really play fast; 
we have to play at a certain pace where 
we’re trying to conserve energy and still 
put some type of pressure [on opponents].

“We knew he was going to be a prob-
lem because of his size,” Thompson later 
said of Smith. “We remember him from 
last year, so we knew he was experienced 
and was going to come in with some of his 
best.”

V.C. (8-10, 0-1) tried to get back in 
the game in the third quarter and chipped 
away at a 14-point deficit. Prokopiv began 
the would-be rally with a three-pointer 
less than a minute into the second half and 
Manley added a perimeter basket with 4:52 
left in the quarter after Prokopiv grabbed 
an offensive board and passed the ball off 
to Manley. Less than a minute later, junior 
Christian Wondimu added a three-pointer 
to make it 35-30. But that’s as close the 
Defenders would get as Maranatha quickly 
went on an 18-3 run that lasted until there 
was 3:40 left in the game.

“That’s something we just talked about 
as a team,” said Thompson. “The third 
quarter has always usually hurt us. We try 
to make it a point to come out in the third 
quarter with a statement and we did. We 
just came up short.”

Manley led V.C. with 13 points with 
Prokopiv and Wondimu adding 12 and 
nine points, respectively. V.C. was 19 of 
42 from the field shooting and of those 19 
field goals, nine were three-pointers. But 
the Defenders managed to get just 14 re-
bounds and only two steals.

V.C. was entering the game with a lot 
of momentum, having won six straight 
games before falling to Ontario Christian 
High 55-54 in the finals of the Ontario 
Christian Knight Time Classic on Dec. 30. 
That’s after the team began the season with 
four straight losses and were 1-7on Dec. 9.

Both V.C. teams went to Heritage 
Christian High this past Tuesday and will 
visit Pacifica Christian High out of Santa 
Monica on Saturday before hosting Whitti-
er Christian High on Tuesday. In addition, 
the boys travelled to Capistrano Valley 
Christian High this past Wednesday while 
the girls entertain Ocean View High on Fri-
day.

“Even with the loss to Ontario Chris-
tian by one in the championship, we had 
the expectations of coming into [league] 
with that momentum and carrying over to 
this game,” said Thompson.

“Obviously, we thought we were going 
to get another win or two out of that Orange 
Tournament,” said Leffler. “Our goal was 
to be .500 by the time we got to the Olym-
pic League. That would have been a trans-
formation thing than what we had last year. 
But we’re close, and they’re still working 
hard. I think we’ll be competitive.”

OLYMPIC LEAGUE BASKETBALL
Valley Christian’s Chambers Slams the Door on Maranatha in Olympic League Opener

VALLEY CHRISTIAN HIGH senior Chayse Chambers (left) takes one of her 11 shots 
from beyond the three-point line last Friday against Maranatha High in the Olympic 
League opener. Chambers hit six three-pointers, accounting for all 18 points she scored as 
the Defenders rallied in the second half for a 44-33 victory. Valley Christian High junior 
Christian Wondimu (right) drives around Chris Smith of Maranatha High last Friday in 
the Olympic League opener. Wondimu scored nine points and had five rebounds, but it 
was Smith’s 22 points that enabled Maranatha to a 61-51 victory. 
PHOTOS BY STEVE FERICEAN.
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

 
For the fourth time since Cerri-

tos High and Whitney High became 
members of the 605 League, their girls 
basketball teams faced each other in the 
league opener, and what was viewed as 
a potential back and forth battle turned 
out otherwise. The Dons and Wildcats 
played a sloppy contest, combining for 
35 turnovers for the game and combined 
to shoot five of 25 from the field in the 
first quarter.

But when push came to shove, Whit-
ney rallied from six points down late in 
the first half to outscore Cerritos 24-7 in 
the third quarter on its way to a 46-35 
victory in a contest that featured two lead 
changes. The Wildcats, who had defeated 
the Dons the other three times they had 
met to open league action, now own an 
8-5 advantage over their city rivals since 
the league started in the 2018-2019 sea-
son. This was also the third time in those 
eight wins that Whitney had defeated 
Cerritos by double digits.

“Honestly, I thought we started off 
slow,” said Whitney head coach Myron 
Jacobs. “For us to be a team that aver-
ages 59.5 points a game, we definitely 
started off slow; we missed a lot of 
layups. I truly thought we were the better 
team, [but] I just think we kind of shot 
ourselves in the foot. Going into the 
second quarter, we went on a drought 
and didn’t score for a while. I thought in 
the third quarter we did well [and] in the 
fourth quarter, we wanted to waste some 
time.”

Upon arriving back from a three-day 
tournament in Seattle after Christmas, 
the Wildcats were back in the gymnasi-
um practicing for Cerritos. But Jacobs 
said he thought it was best to give the 
players three days off to relax their legs 
and get them fresh for this past Tuesday. 
Whitney’s last game prior to the league 
opener was on Dec. 28 whereas Cerritos 
played North Torrance High last Satur-
day.

The way the game began, you would 
have thought it would be a high-scoring 
affair as Whitney senior Haylie Wang 
connected on a three-pointer 15 seconds 
in, only to see that countered by Cerritos 
senior Miya Scammahorn another 15 
seconds later. The host Wildcats would 
lead 8-6 after the stanza and Wang’s 
offensive putback nearly a minute into 
the second quarter made it 10-6.

That’s when the Dons turned up 
their offense and went on 10-0 run with 

sophomore Kalana Nguyen scoring five 
of her team-high nine points while junior 
Cameron Lacorte adding a three-pointer 
off an assist from Nguyen. But then the 
momentum went back to Whitney (12-6, 
1-0), which closed out the final 2:11 of 
the half with an 8-3 scoring run.

“I thought Cerritos did a great 
job responding after we scored a 
couple of times,” he continued. 
“But deep down in- side, 
we just knew 
they couldn’t 
play four 
quarters 
with us.”

Be-
sides the 
sloppiness and 
poor shooting 
early on, both 
teams had to deal 
with the officials, who at times looked 
confused, making the wrong calls on 
jump ball possessions or missing other 
calls, drawing the ire from Jacobs and 
the coaching staff from Cerritos. In fact, 
Whitney shot eight of 14 from the free 
throw line while the Dons were 10 of 17 
and Whitney was whistled for two more 
fouls than Cerritos, 18-16.

“Let me just say this for the record…
every time we play, there’s never going 
to be good refs,” said Jacobs. “Refs are 
uncontrollable; that’s something that you 
cannot control. It is an uncontrollable 
situation. When we lost last year, there 
was controversy about the refs. Did we 
sit here and make a scene about it? No 
we didn’t. We took our loss on the chin, 
and we kept moving. A loss is a loss; a 
win is a win, and I feel like at some point 
in time, parents, staff or whoever com-
plains about the refs…we all know the 
refs are bad. But at the end of the day, 
you still can’t have over 10 turnovers.”

On the first possession of the second 
half, Wang scored to put Whitney in 
front for good at 20-19. It was still a one-
point lead before her three-pointer began 
a stretch of six straight points and 18 of 
the next combined 21 points over the 
final 4:39 of the quarter as the Wildcats 
were running away from Cerritos.

Even though the Wildcats were held 
scoreless over the final 4:11 of the game, 
a 17-point lead was too much for Cer-
ritos (5-12, 0-1) to overcome. The final 
six points of the game were Cerritos free 
throws with four misses and the Dons 
had as many field goals as they did free 
throws. Scammahorn scored six points 

while Lacorte, senior Ambar Multani 
and sophomore Jordin Pulley all added 
five points.

“Cerritos put a fight in the beginning 
of the game,” said Jacobs. “But like I 
told my girls, watching film on them 
and scouting them, we don’t really play 
that type of defense. It was what we 

call a throw away defense 
because we’re not 
going to use it again. 

But we thought 
that was a 
defense 
that would 
create a lot 
of turn-
overs and 

frustrate 
them and get 

them to play faster 
into our system.”

The game also marked the return of 
former Whitney standout Mady Maca-
raeg, who was playing her fifth game 
since becoming eligible. After scoring 42 
points in the previous four games, Maca-
raeg was held scoreless but grabbed five 
rebounds and had three steals.

“Mady made the choice to go there, 
and we support her,” said Jacobs. “There 
is not one person bigger than the pro-
gram, so it didn’t stop what we wanted to 
do. There were no ill will feelings. Mady 
wasn’t even on our scouting report; 
she wasn’t even someone that we were 
worried about. We were worried about 
[freshman Analiyah Coneita] because 
when you look in the book, that kid was 

605 LEAGUE GIRLS BASKETBALL
Whitney Survives Sloppy Play, Erratic Officiating to Pull Away From Cerritos in Second Half

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

Be alert!

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

Be informed!
Be prepared!

Visit www.crimemapping.com for easy access to current neighborhood crime reports, statistics and maps. Solution on page 15 

scoring double digits pretty much the last 
three or four games.”

Wang was dominant as ever, scoring 
23 points, pulling down 10 rebounds, 
collecting four steals along with two as-
sists while sophomore Alyssa So had 15 
points, eight rebounds, three steals and 
two assists. Six other players combined 
to go four of 12 with 13 rebounds, five 
steals and three assists.

The Dons will host Pioneer High on 
Friday, face Rosary Academy on Sat-
urday at Mater Dei High, go to Artesia 
High on Monday before hosting Ox-
ford Academy on Wednesday. Whitney 
travels to Artesia on Friday, then hosts 
Long Beach Poly High on Saturday, goes 
to John Glenn High on Monday before 
entertaining Pioneer on Wednesday.

“I’m going to tell you exactly what I 
told my team,” said Jacobs. “This game 
was a scrimmage game. We played 
terrible; we played sloppy, we didn’t play 
disciplined, we didn’t play the way we 
need to play. Come Saturday when we 
play Long Beach Poly, we have to play a 
better game.”

@cerritosnews

@cerritosnews
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605 LEAGUE BOYS BASKETBALL
Whitney Makes Emphatic Statement in League-Opening Win Over Cerritos

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

 
It was just a matter of time before 

the little brother of the City of Cerritos 
would finally come out on top of the 
big brother in high school boys bas-
ketball. After losing 15 straight games 
against Cerritos High, all but three 
coming in 605 League action, Whitney 
High finally knocked off the Dons, who 
were beginning the 2024-2025 season 
with 14 straight league wins.

Behind solid performances from 
seniors Morgan Marks and Peter Poitras 
and sophomore Jezreel DelaCruz, the 
host Wildcats muscled their way to a 
tough 61-58 win over the Dons, who 
had a lead with 2:43 remaining in the 
game.

“I think as an alum, part of me com-
ing back was to try to restore some of 
what we had,” said Whitney head coach 
Nasir Akmal. “In our era, although we 
were in a tougher league, we still had 
pride in our program. I walked in with 
this current senior class as freshmen, 
so we all came in together and changed 
the culture. This is just four years in the 

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

 
It wasn’t the most desirable op-

ponent Artesia High boys basketball 
head coach Jeff Myles was looking for, 
just three days before the 605 League 
opener. But when his team hosted Loara 
High last Saturday, he had a chance to 
play all 15 players on the team with all 
but two finding the scoring column.

The Pioneers scored the first 11 
points of the game, and it only got 
better in a 76-33 win, leaving the black 
and red with a 7-5 record at the time. 
The contest came a day after Artesia fell 
to Wiseburn-Da Vinci High 59-53 in 
double overtime.

“Yesterday was a tough game 
because I know we lost by six, but we 
had a chance to win it,” said Myles. “I 
know the stats don’t show it, but we had 
a chance to win it. We missed some free 
throws late and missed some shots at 
the end. So, it was kind of tough to kind 
of come back and play [today]. A lot of 
our guys are still sad about that game, 
so I was kind of worried about how we 
would come out.”

Last Saturday, senior Jaylen Reed 
was on fire early, scoring 10 points 
in the opening quarter with a pair of 
rebounds and a block. He would add 

one more basket in the second quarter to 
complete his scoring, but for this game, 
it was the bench that outscored the start-
ers. Junior Jordan Heredia scored 10 
points coming off the bench with four 
in the first quarter, and a basket each 
in the second and third quarters while 
junior Kobe Young added nine points, 
including a three-pointer in the second 
and third quarters. The bench accounted 
for 46 points as the Pioneers led by 16 
points at the half.

“Jaylen is a four-year varsity guy 
and has been guarding the best guys 
in practice,” said Myles. “He’s been 
through it all-all the playoff games, all 
the league games and league champion-
ships. So, he’s seen it all. He’s probably 
one of our seasoned veterans; him and 
[senior] Cayden [Del Rosario] are our 
captains this year. He’s probably our 
best overall player; we just have to get 
him to be a little bit more aggressive.”

Loara scored four points within the 
first 75 seconds of the second half, but 
after that, the Pioneers went on a 14-0 
run to lead 56-27 entering the final 
quarter. Junior Christian Stewart added 
nine rebounds and eight points with se-
nior Jovell Tate the next starter in points 
after Reed with seven.

What makes this season’s team 
different than previous Artesia squads 

is the focus isn’t on one or two play-
ers whereas in the past four seasons, 
most of the attention centered on Aaron 
Banks, Joshua Martinez or Zion Sta-
ples. All but one of the 11 seniors this 
season have scored, and all four juniors 
have done the same with five different 
players having led Artesia in scoring 
amongst the 12 games.

“This year we’re pretty deep; we’re 
about 12 guys deep, maybe more,” said 
Myles. “Today was a day where every-
body got a chance to play. But realisti-
cally, we go about 12 deep and whoever 
is having a hot hand that day, whether 
it’s Jordan, whether it’s Kobe, whether 
it’s [senior] Sean [Dahilig], whether it’s 
[senior] Mekhi [Shield]…whoever it is, 
I like to go with the hot hand. I think 
today, Jordan had the hot hand early.”

Artesia began league play with a 56-
51 win over Oxford Academy this past 
Tuesday and will host Whitney High on 
Friday, Cerritos High on Monday and 
John Glenn High on Wednesday.

“I know league is going to be tough 
this year,” said Myles. “League can be 
won by five out of the six teams. So 
it’s going to be tough; maybe Glenn 
might be a competition this year. We’re 
obviously not looking past anyone this 
year. Starting Tuesday, it’s going to be a 
battle, and we’re excited for the chal-

lenge.”
In other boys basketball action, the 

top games for the upcoming week in-
clude Gahr High (9-8) hosting Mayfair 
High (14-3) on Friday in the Gateway 
League opener, La Mirada High (15-4) 
facing Rancho Cucamonga High (15-6) 
on Saturday in the Southern California 
Showcase at Irvine Valley College, 
Norwalk High (12-7) visiting Bellflow-
er High (10-7) on Friday and Valley 
Christian High (8-12) hosting Whittier 
Christian High (11-9) on Tuesday. 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM PRESS ROW
Artesia Boys Basketball Routs Loara as Pioneers Unleash Different Offensive Approach

LOREN KOPFF’S
NEWS AND NOTES
 FROM PRESS ROW

making. But realistically, it’s probably 
like 24 years in the making. I’m so 
proud of what we’ve done, and I want 
to say we’re finally healthy, but we’re 
not.

“We still managed to pull that 
off,” he continued. “Everyone 
has tape on us and [has been] 
scouting on 
us, but they 
have no 
idea what 
we’re 
doing. 
They have 
no idea what 
we’re capable 
of doing, and 
I’ve said that from 
the beginning.”

Akmal graduated from Whitney in 
1999 when the Wildcats were in the 
Delphic League and played against for-
mer Crossroads High star Baron Davis. 
In that season, the ‘Cats were a dismal 
3-22 and their 0-10 league record was 
the first of four straight winless league 
campaigns. Since then, the program 
would encounter only one other winless 
league season (2018-2019).

It was looking grim for the Wildcats 
(8-11, 1-0) for nearly the first seven 
minutes of the game as Cerritos scored 
the first six points of the game, led 15-6 
with 3:38 left in the stanza and still had 
a nine-point advantage a minute later. 
But little by little, Whitney chipped 
away and scored the final seven points 
on free throws from Marks and Poitras 
and a three-pointer from DelaCruz.

The hosts took their first lead over 
a minute into the second quarter on a 
pair of free throws from DelaCruz. But 
the rest of the half would see the lead 
change hands seven more times with 

neither team leading by more than two 
points until a three-pointer from Dela-
Cruz with 4:42 left in the third quarter 
made it a 39-34 contest. Four players 
would attempt a shot and scored in the 
first half with senior Alex Cheng 

being the fourth, and 
the Wildcats connect-

ed on eight of 
16 shots in 

the half 
with half 
of those 
coming 

from 
beyond the 

arc.
“I feel like 

we should have been up [at 
the half],” said Akmal. “We missed so 
many free throws like crazy in the first 
half.”

Whitney was 10 of 17 from the 
charity stripe in the half while the Dons 
(6-12, 0-1) were making 50 percent of 
their free throws with senior Benson 
Cho accounting for half of his 12 first 
half points from the line. The second 
quarter momentum carried into the third 
quarter and once down by nine points, 
the Wildcats found themselves lead-
ing by nine points with 34.1 seconds 
remaining in the third quarter on a 
three-pointer from DelaCruz.

But most of the fourth quarter would 
see Cerritos get back some of its first 
quarter momentum as it began the final 
eight minutes with a 12-4 run. The last 
basket of that run was a trifecta from 
senior Demetrious Washington, giving 
the Dons a 53-52 lead with 3:45 left in 
the game.

There would be three more lead 
changes over the next 91 seconds with 
Poitras accounting for the eventual 

game-winning three-pointer, making it 
57-56. The last points Cerritos would 
get came on a two-pointer from Cho 
with 1:29 left while junior Shayan 
Saravanakumar, who blocked four 
shots in the third quarter, iced the game 
with 12.1 ticks remaining with his only 
basket, getting a pass from Marks. An 
off-balance three-point shot from senior 
Jaden Ribac with a second remaining 
was off the mark.

“To rally back…we had a game 
plan,” said Akmal. “They have a lot of 
adversity to overcome because again, 
this is 24 years in the making. All our 
coaching staff spent so much time prep-
ping for this-mental prep, physical prep, 
game planning, and at the end of the 
day, we all want to see them fight; play 
their best, fight and that’s exactly what 
they did today.”

Cho led Cerritos with 24 points 
and five rebounds while Washington 
and senior Jaylen Barsana each added 
nine points. Marks and Poitras each 
scored 19 points while DelaCruz added 
15 points and four assists. Marks also 
grabbed eight rebounds. Whitney took 
only 33 shots from the field but made 20 
of them while the Dons were 21 of 61 
from the field.

“Guys hit big shots; Peter hit a big 
three,” said Akmal. “He matched their 
three and our guys stepped up to the 
moment. At the end of the day, we have 
to. If we’re going to win these games, 
we have to step up and seize the mo-
ment.”

Cerritos will host Pioneer High on 
Friday, visit Artesia High on Monday 
before hosting Oxford Academy on 
Wednesday while the Wildcats will go 
to Artesia on Friday and John Glenn 
High on Monday before entertaining 
Pioneer on Wednesday

@cerritosnews

@cerritosnews

therealcerritosnews
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costs! (Additional terms apply.)  Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/29/24.) Call 1-833-985-4766
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-888-989-5749 (Cal-
SCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-844-203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews #6258 (Cal-
SCAN)

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-844-908-0605 (Cal-
SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-generated 
content is so valuable it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, tweeted, discussed, 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-424-
7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund the 
SEARCH FOR MISSING CHILDREN.  FAST 
FREE PICKUP.  24 hour response.  Running 
or not. Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7: 1-877-
434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT 
TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. 
All 50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-855-408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)
Tiene un vehiculo no deseado? Donelo a 
Patriotic Hearts! Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriotic Hearts ofrece 

programas para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su propio negocio. 
Llama ahora: 1-855-408-7368 (24/7) (Cal-
SCAN)
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-491-2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Debt? Pay off up to $10,000 Per Month. Dis-
cover our new budgeting Course and Mem-
bership. 1-833-283-4380, 1-760-865-0707 
Also Hiring www.Applyhere.info(Cal-SCAN)
Struggling with debt?  If you have over 

$10,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as 
little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. 
Call Now: 1-877-435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (Cal-SCAN)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL installation 

posted, copied, edited, and emailed countless 

times throughout the day by others? .  For 
a free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for business pur-
pose Real Estate loans. Credit unimportant. 

V.I.P. Trust Deed Company www.viploan.
com Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-principal 
DRE 01041073. No consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)
Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! 
Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace 
it!  Pick the plan that fits your budget!  Call:1-
855-411-1731 (Cal-SCAN)
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7:  1-888-248-0815. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you call! (Cal-
SCAN)
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INSURANCE/HEALTH

MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE LOANS

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Sports Lover’s Tour Ultimate Baseball Tour
Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

costs! (Additional terms apply.)  Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/29/24.) Call 1-833-985-4766
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-888-989-5749 (Cal-
SCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-844-203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews #6258 (Cal-
SCAN)

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-844-908-0605 (Cal-
SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-generated 
content is so valuable it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, tweeted, discussed, 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-424-
7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund the 
SEARCH FOR MISSING CHILDREN.  FAST 
FREE PICKUP.  24 hour response.  Running 
or not. Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7: 1-877-
434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT 
TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. 
All 50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-855-408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)
Tiene un vehiculo no deseado? Donelo a 
Patriotic Hearts! Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriotic Hearts ofrece 

programas para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su propio negocio. 
Llama ahora: 1-855-408-7368 (24/7) (Cal-
SCAN)
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-491-2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Debt? Pay off up to $10,000 Per Month. Dis-
cover our new budgeting Course and Mem-
bership. 1-833-283-4380, 1-760-865-0707 
Also Hiring www.Applyhere.info(Cal-SCAN)
Struggling with debt?  If you have over 

$10,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as 
little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. 
Call Now: 1-877-435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (Cal-SCAN)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL installation 

posted, copied, edited, and emailed countless 

times throughout the day by others? .  For 
a free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for business pur-
pose Real Estate loans. Credit unimportant. 

V.I.P. Trust Deed Company www.viploan.
com Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-principal 
DRE 01041073. No consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)
Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! 
Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace 
it!  Pick the plan that fits your budget!  Call:1-
855-411-1731 (Cal-SCAN)
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7:  1-888-248-0815. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you call! (Cal-
SCAN)
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World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025
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CITY OF COMMERCE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND OF A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING 

A PROPOSED YEAR 5 ALLOCATION FOR PERMANENT LOCAL HOUSING 
ALLOCATION (PLHA) PROGRAM FUNDS

Hearing Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2025

Time: 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard

Place: Council Chambers located at 5655 Jillson St, Commerce, CA 90040 - Members of the public 
wishing to observe the meeting may do so in person. 
Persons wishing to offer public comment for this meeting may do so by directly addressing the City 
Council in person at the time allotted on the agenda for such comment. 

Description: The California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) announced 
the release of $335 million in funding for the Permanent Local Housing Allocation (PLHA) program. 
The PLHA program is intended to increase supply of housing for households at or below 60% of area 
median income, increase assistance to affordable owner-occupied workforce housing, assist persons 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness, facilitate housing affordability, and promote projects and 
programs to meet regional housing need allocations.

Through the Los Angeles County Development Authority (LACDA), the City of Commerce is 
eligible to receive an estimated Year 5 allocation amount of $59,326. The City is interested in using 
its allocation to rehabilitate affordable rental and ownership housing that meet the needs of a growing 
workforce earning up to 120% of Area Median Income (AMI).

As part of the allocation process, the City must allow the public an adequate opportunity to review 
and comment on the Year 5 Allocation Activity Plan. This plan details the manner in which allocated 
funds will be used on eligible activities.

Availability of Document for Public Comment: The City of Commerce encourages citizen 
participation in the planning process. A Public Hearing regarding this proposed Year 5 PLHA 
Allocation Activity Plan will be held in-person on February 11, 2025, 6:00p.m. 

A copy of the Plan is on file and available for public review at the City’s News and Information 
webpage: https://www.ci.commerce.ca.us/residents/news-information/news.  

Accessibility: Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. In compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
notify the Office of the City Clerk at (323) 722-4805 as least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  

For more information, contact Louis Morales, Director of Economic Development and Planning 
Department at (323) 722-4805 ext. 2389 or via email at lmorales@ci.commerce.ca.us. 

Dated: January 8, 2025

Published: January 10, 2025

Lena Shumway, City Clerk/Director of Administrative Services

Publish January 10, 2025

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 1/10/25

Zia’s Sky Zones varies in size from 
30,000 square feet to a 48,000-square-foot 
new park being built in Walnut Creek. He 
said that he employs 280 to run his parks.

“The bigger your park is the more at-
tractions you can fit inside and the more 
customers you can accommodate. But 
since our parks have very different demo-
graphic markets and the space limitations 
vary, we have to adjust our revenue goals 
for them,” he said.

“We feel confident we can improve the 
bottom line at existing parks we acquire by 
making some basic changes. We start by 
cleaning things up inside and updating the 
attractions. One thing I realized throughout 
my career is the best way to improve things 
is people change. We’ll bring in new man-
agement and leadership where needed and 
that leads to changing the entire culture at 
a park,” Zia said.

To help ensure his Sky Zones are run-
ning well and on staying on track, Zia said 
he regularly visits each one. He said he’ll 
put on sunglasses when entering a park so 
no one recognizes him and makes notes on 
how clean the facilities are kept, the quality 
of the food being served and how well the 
staff responds to the needs of customers.

“I went to know that our people are 
greeting the customers and are friendly and 
helpful. But first, I want to know our parks 
are super clean and the attractions are be-
ing maintained and staffed properly for 
safety,” said Zia, a member of Sky Zone’s 
franchise advisory council.

With existing franchisees like Zia add-
ing to their portfolio of parks, Sky Zone 
continues to grow. 

The Provo, Utah-based company that’s 
owned by CircusTrix and backed by pri-
vate equity firm Palladium Equity Partners, 
moved up 21 spots to land at No. 148 on 
the Franchise Times Top 400 with $504.4 
million in revenue. 

It added nine locations in 2024 to get to 

250 total units and is anticipating another 
20 parks in 2025, said Sky Zone President 
Mike Revak.

Depending on the size of the park, the 
initial investment range for a Sky Zone is 
$2.2 million to $4.7 million.

“I’ve been doing this for a long time, 
since 2012, and I don’t remember seeing 
this much interest before” from new fran-
chisees, Revak said.

 He estimated 70 percent of last year’s 
unit growth came from new operators and 
that Sky Zone’s overall park membership 
is nearing 600,000. 

“We used to sell mainly single units 
and now we’re getting away from that and 
looking to bring in franchisees interested in 
opening more than one park. Some of our 
newer franchisee groups are buying five- 
and 10-pack development deals,” Revak 
said. “Franchisees conZ tinue to see the 
demand for family entertainment parks in 
their communities.”

SKYZONE from page 1

News When 
You Want It

HEWS MEDIA GROUP

Winner of Eight L.A. Press Club Awards 2012-2015



14 TO ADVERTISE CALL 562-407-3873ONLINE AT  LOSCERRITOSNEWS.NET JANUARY 10, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF BELLFLOWER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT FOR THE 2025-2029 FIVE 
YEAR CONSOLIDATED PLAN

TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:

Public Hearing:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Bellflower City Council will hold a public hearing on 
Monday February 10, 2025 as follows:
 
In accordance with the City’s current Citizen Participation Plan, the City hereby notifies the general 
public of a public hearing on February 10, 2025 at 7:00p.m., or thereafter, held at City Council 
Chambers, Bellflower City Hall, 16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, CA 90706 for citizens 
input on the upcoming draft five-year 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan.

As an entitlement jurisdiction, the City is required by the United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) to complete the Consolidated Plan (ConPlan) and Analysis of 
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice every five years.  Furthermore, the City is required to conduct 
a public hearing to receive input and provide direction concerning the draft Five-Year Consolidated 
Plan for the allocation of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment 
Partnership (HOME) program funds. 

The purpose of the ConPlan is to identify Bellflower’s housing and community development 
needs, priorities, goals, and strategies and to stipulate how funds will be allocated to housing and 
community development activities over the next five years. The CDBG Program provides federal 
funds for local improvement projects and programs. Activities assisted with CDBG funds must meet 
one of the three national objectives: principally benefit low and moderate-income persons, aid in the 
prevention or elimination of slums and blight, or meet other community development needs having 
particular urgency. The HOME Program provides formula grants - often in partnership with local 
nonprofit groups - to fund a wide range of activities including building, buying, and/or rehabilitating 
affordable housing or providing direct rental assistance to low-income people. HOME is the largest 
Federal block grant to state and local governments designed exclusively to create affordable housing 
for low-income households.

Questions and written comments regarding the 2025-2029 five year ConPlan and Citizen 
Participation Plan may be addressed to the following: City of Bellflower, Economic Development 
Department, Attn: Management Analyst II, Karla Pineda, 16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, CA 
90706 or email kpineda@bellflower.org.

Those desiring further information should contact Management Analyst II, Karla Pineda, at (562) 
804-1424 Ext. 2013 or kpineda@bellflower.org.

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 1/10/25

CITY OF ARTESIA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Planning Commission of the City of Artesia will hold a 
Planning Commission Meeting in the City Council Chambers of Artesia City Hall located at 18747 
Clarkdale Avenue, Artesia, California at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 21, 2025 to conduct a Public 
Hearing to consider the following item:

Project Description: Case No. 2024-34: The Planning Commission will consider Resolution No. 
2025-01P. 

Resolution 2025-01P recommends that the City Council of Artesia adopt an Ordinance amending 
Title 9 (Planning and Zoning), Chapter 2 (Zoning), Article 45 (Accessory Dwelling Units) of 
the City of Artesia Municipal Code relating to Accessory Dwelling Units and Junior Accessory 
Dwelling Units to comply with recent changes in State Law, and finding the action to be Statutorily 
Exempt from CEQA under Public Resource Code Section 21080.17. 

Project Description: Case No. 2024-38: The Planning Commission will consider Resolution No. 
2025-02P. 

Resolution 2025-02P recommends that the City Council of Artesia adopt an Ordinance amending 
Chapter 24 (Vacant Properties) of Title 5 (Public Welfare) of the City of Artesia Municipal Code 
relating to the maintenance of vacant properties. The recommendation also makes a determination 
of exemption under CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15378(b)(5). Adoption of 
the Ordinance is an organizational or administrative activity of the City that will not result in direct 
or indirect physical changes in the environment. 

Project Location: Citywide.

Members from the public who would like to address the Planning Commission may appear at the 
public hearing during the consideration of this item and state their opinion. If you have written 
comments that you wish to submit, please deliver them to the Artesia City Clerk’s Office, 18747 
Clarkdale Avenue, Artesia, CA, or by email: planning@cityofartesia.us prior to the start of the 
public hearing. If you have questions about this notice or the proposed action, please contact the 
Artesia Community Development Department at (562) 865-6262 or by the email above. 

If you challenge any action related to this public hearing in court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues you raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence delivered at, or prior to, the public hearing.

 

PUBLISHED:  January 10, 2025

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 1/10/25

CITY OF CERRITOS, NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Project Identification: ARTERIAL STREET REHABILIATION, PROJECT NO. 
23303, BID NO. 1558-24. Project Description: The work or improvement 
to be performed generally consists of cold milling 3” of existing asphalt concrete 
(AC); removing and reconstructing AC structural section (4” AC on 8” CMB); and 
the construction of a 3” AC surface. Additional improvements also include the 
removal & replacement of deficient concrete curbs & gutters; sidewalk panels, 
driveways, and wheelchair access ramps; adjustment of utilities to grade; 
removal of parkway trees; planting trees; installation of traffic signal loops; 
re-striping of lane lines, arrows, and stop bars; and/or the installation of fiber 
conduit along the following streets: Bloomfield Avenue from 183rd Street to 
195th Street, 195th Street from Bloomfield Avenue to Norwalk Boulevard, Flora 
Vista Street from 195th Street to Norwalk Boulevard and Norwalk Boulevard 
from 195th Street to Del Amo Boulevard. All Asphalt related work must be 
performed and finished between the month of June and July. Bids will be 
opened: Wednesday, January 29, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. Place of bid 
receipt: The bid submission must be received in the Office of the City Clerk, 
First Floor, 18125 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, CA 90703. It is the responsibility 
of the bidder to ensure that the bid is received in the appropriate location by 
the deadline.  Bids not received in the Office of the City Clerk by the deadline 
provided will not be considered. Bids must be marked: “BID – ARTERIAL 
STREET REHABILITATION, PROJECT NO. 23303, BID NO. 1558-24 - DO 
NOT OPEN” All Bids shall be made on the form furnished by the City and shall 
be opened and publicly read aloud at the above-stated time in the Office of 
the City Clerk of the City of Cerritos, City Hall. Any requests for information 
regarding opened bids shall be directed to the Office of the City Clerk via a 
formal Public Records Act request. The City has determined that opened bids are 
confidential and therefore the negotiations process outweighs the public interest 
in prematurely disclosing such records. (Gov. Code § 7922.000). Obtaining 
Contract Documents:  A set of Contract Documents, including plans and 
specifications can be obtained by contacting Cerritos Engineering Division at 
(562) 916-1219. Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid security referred to 
in the Contract Documents and by a list of proposed subcontractors.  Evidence 
of current City Business License (applies to contractor and all subcontractors), 
insurance, a Performance Bond, a Labor and Material Payment Bond, and 
Warranty Bond, as specified in the Contract Documents, will be required prior 
to execution of the contract.  In accordance with Public Contract Code Section 
22300, the bidder who is awarded the contract may substitute securities for 
retention money withheld by a public agency to ensure performance under the 
contract. The procedure and requirements for substituting said securities are 
set forth in Public Contract Code Section 22300, which is incorporated by this 
reference. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids, or portions 
thereof, or to waive any informality or irregularity in a bid to the extent allowed 
by law. No bid will be accepted from a contractor who has not been licensed 
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 9, Division III of the California 
Business and Professions Code.  The contractor must possess a license of the 
following classification at the time the contract is awarded (and must maintain 
this license classification through completion of the project): “A.”  The bidder’s 
attention is also directed to Section 7028.15 of the Business and Professions 
Code for further reference, as set forth herein.  The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, or portions thereof, or to waive any informality 
or irregularity in a bid to the extent allowed by law. Only a contractor or 
subcontractor who currently is registered with the California Department of 
Industrial Relations (“DIR”) to bid on public works contracts in California, 
pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5, shall be permitted to submit or be listed 
on a bid.  No bid shall be accepted, nor any contract or subcontract entered 
into, without proof of the contractor or subcontractor’s current registration to 
perform public work pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5. Pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 1770, et seq., of the California Labor Code, the DIR has 
determined the general prevailing rate of wages and employer payments for 
health and welfare, vacations, pensions and similar purposes applicable to 
the work to be done.  These rates shall be the minimum rates for this project.  
Copies of the prevailing wage rates are on file at City Hall, located at 18125 
Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, California, 90703, and shall be available to any 
interested party upon request.  In addition, rates may be obtained by visiting 
http://www.dir.ca.gov/OPRL/pwd/, calling the DIR, Division of Labor Statistics 
and Research’s Prevailing Wage Unit at (415) 703-4774, faxing the Prevailing 
Wage Unit at (415) 703-4771 or writing to DIR, Division of Labor Statistics and 
Research, Prevailing Wage Unit, P.O. Box 420603, San Francisco, CA, 94142.  The 
contractor to whom the contract is awarded, and the subcontractors under him, 
must pay not less than these rates for this area to all workers employed in the 
execution of the contract. The bidder’s attention is further directed to Section 
9204 of the Public Contract Code regarding the claims resolution process for all 
public works projects.  Any dispute or claim against the City under a public works 
project shall be processed in accordance with Section 9204 of the Public Contract 
Code and any other applicable law. On March 4, 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom 
issued Executive Order N-6-22 (EO) regarding sanctions in response to Russian 
aggression in Ukraine. The EO is located at https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/
uploads/2022/03/3.4.22-Russia-Ukraine-Executive-Order.pdf. All contractors 
shall comply with economic sanctions imposed in response to Russia’s action’s in 
Ukraine, per this order and other federal executive orders identified by the U.S. 
Department of Treasury. Failure to comply with these orders shall result in the 
termination of contract. By order of the City of Cerritos.

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 1/10/25

Extra Space Storage, on behalf of itself or its affiliates, Life Storage or Storage Express, will hold 
a public auction to sell personal property described below belonging to those individuals listed 
below at location indicated: 17701 Ibbetson Ave.  Bellflower, Ca. 90706 on January 22, 2025, at 
12:30 p.m.  

Tonya Dennis 
 
The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must be made 
with cash only and paid at the above referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Extra 
Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until the winning bidder takes 
possession of the personal property.   

Published at LCCN 1/10/25

@cerritosnews@cerritosnewstherealcerritosnews

ABC UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE CALLING FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ABC Unified School District will receive up to 
but not later than 2:00 PM on the 4th day of February 2025 Bids for:
 

ABC Bid # 1668 Audio Visual Project at Cabrillo Lane Education Center

All bids shall be made and presented on a form furnished by the District. Bids 
submitted shall conform to the terms and conditions stated on said form. Bids 
shall be received in the office of the Purchasing Department at 16700 
Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 and shall be opened and publicly read 
aloud at the above-stated time and place. Bidders can request bid documents by 
emailing esthela.perez@abcusd.us. There will be a mandatory pre-bid meeting 
on January 21, 2025 at 1:00 PM sharp at 20122 Cabrillo Ln, Cerritos.  All 
public works are subject to prevailing wage payments, Valid License Class B or 
C-7 Contractor’s License and DIR Registration is required.

Los Cerritos News     January 10, 2025 
       January 17, 2025

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 1/10 and 1/17/25
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PUZZLE SOLUTION: FORMAT

NOTICE OF SALE OF ABANDONED PROPERTY
Notice is given that pursuant to sections 21700-21713 of the Business and Professions Code, Section 2328 of the Commercial Code, 
Section 535 of the Penal Code. 1812.607, that Mission Hills Self Storage 15241 Rinaldi St., Mission Hills, CA 91345 intends to sell the 
personal property described below to enforce a Lien imposed on said property. The undersigned will be sold at public auction conducted 
on www.storagetreasures.com (bond #63747122) ending on or after Tuesday January 28th, 2025, at 9:00AM. 

NAME                                                                                                            UNIT             

JUAN C. BOCANEGRA RUVALCABA    F147

This notice is given in accordance with the provisions of Section 21700 et seq. of the Business and Professions Code of the State of 
California. Storage Treasures’ Principal Auctioneer and Auctioneer on Record: Auctioneer License Numbers for Christopher Paul Rosa-
California   3112562
Sales subject to prior cancellation in the event of settlement between Owner and obligated party.

Publsihed at LCCN  01/10/25 & 01/17/25

Extra Space Storage, on behalf of itself or its affiliates, Life Storage or Storage Express, will hold a public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those individuals listed below at location indicated.
10753 Artesia Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 on 01/22/2025 at 11:00 a.m.

Andrew Rojas 
Mentas Ann 
Orric Diggs
Donald Edward Smith 
Dulcemaria Salcedo 
Jazzlyn Walker
Vickie Jo Aguirre 
Jose Luis Gomez 
Jose Luis Gomez 
Recquel Thurman 
Marcel Santos 
Raeanna Brown 
Violeta Mercado  
Violeta Mercado
Angela Dawn Dunton

The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must be made with cash only and paid at the above 
referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until the 
winning bidder takes possession of the personal property.

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 1/10/25

 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF: PERCY WENDELL CURTIS WASHINGTON AKA PERCY W. 

WASHINGTON AKA PERCY W. C. WASHINGTON, JR.
CASE NO. 24STPB14477

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of PERCY 
WENDELL CURTIS WASHINGTON AKA PERCY W. WASHINGTON AKA PERCY W. C. WASHINGTON, JR.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by ANDREA WASHINGTON FLOYD in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that ANDREA WASHINGTON FLOYD be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate 
of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow the 
personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 01/28/25 at 8:30AM in Dept. 29 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
KAYLEE K. SAUVEY, ESQ. - SBN 324659
AMY STUBBLEFIELD, ESQ. - SBN 356584
SAUVEY LAW GROUP, APC
8951 RESEARCH DR, FIRST FLR
IRVINE CA 92618
Telephone (949) 418-9923
BSC 226248
1/3, 1/10, 1/17/25
CNS-3883553#
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T.S. No.: 2024-01516-CA              A.P.N.:7076-002-124
Property Address: 21908 BELSHIRE AVENUE #204, HAWAIIAN GARDENS, CA 90716
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT 
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUS-
TOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED

NOTA: SE ADJUNTA UN RESUMEN DE LA INFORMACIÓN DE ESTE DOCUMENTO
TALA: MAYROONG BUOD NG IMPORMASYON SA DOKUMENTONG ITO NA NAKALAKIP
LƯU Ý: KÈM THEO ĐÂY LÀ BẢN TRÌNH BÀY TÓM LƯỢC VỀ THÔNG TIN TRONG TÀI LIỆU NÀY
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 07/19/2004. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: FREDERICK M HOWRESKO AND IRENE HOWRESKO, HUSBAND AND WIFE AS JOINT TENANTS
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 08/02/2004 as Instrument No. 04 1971086 in book ---, page--- and of Official Records in the office of the 
Recorder of Los Angeles County, California,
Date of Sale: 02/20/2025 at 09:00 AM
Place of Sale: VINEYARD BALLROOM, DOUBLETREE HOTEL LOS ANGELES-NORWALK, 13111 SYCA-
MORE DRIVE, NORWALK, CA 90650
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: $ 52,396.45
 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN ON 
A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN 
BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK 
SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a 
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of real property: 21908 BELSHIRE AVENUE #204, HAWAIIAN GARDENS, CA 
90716
A.P.N.: 7076-002-124
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other common designation, if any, 
shown above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay 
the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances, 
under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The 
total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses 
and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is:
$ 52,396.45.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the sale the 
opening bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of 
monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure, and 
the undersigned caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located.
 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:  If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are 
risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off 
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate 
the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or 
a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you 
should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:  The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mort-
gagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information 
about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this prop-
erty, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx using the file number 
assigned to this case 2024-01516-CA. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web site.  The best way to 
verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale. 1/3, 1/10, 1/17/25

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE APN: 7044-032-012 YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 10/16/2017. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EX-
PLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. A public auction 
sale to the highest bidder for cash, cashier’s check drawn on a state or national bank, check drawn by a state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association, or savings association, or savings bank specified in Section 5102 of the 
Financial Code and authorized to do business in this state will be held by the duly appointed trustee as shown below, of all right, title, and 
interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a Deed of Trust described 
below. The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust, with interest and late charges thereon, as provided in the 
note(s), advances, under the terms of the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee for the total amount 
(at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated to be set forth below. The amount may be greater on the 
day of sale. Trustor: Soluzion, Inc., A California Corporation Duly Appointed Trustee: Superior Loan Servicing Recorded 10/30/2017 as 
Instrument No. 20171242926 in book , page of Official Records in the office of the Recorder of Los Angeles County, California, Date 
of Sale: 1/17/2025 at 11:00 AM Place of Sale: By the fountain located at 400 Civic Center Plaza, Pomona, CA 91766 Amount of unpaid 
balance and other charges: $1,074,511.05 Street Address or other common designation of real property: 12711 Castleford Lane Cerritos, 
Ca 90703 A.P.N.: 7044-032-012 “As Is Where Is” The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street 
address or other common designation, if any, shown above. If no street address or other common designation is shown, directions to the  
location of the property may be obtained by sending a written request to the beneficiary within 10 days of the date of first publication of 
this Notice of Sale. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being 
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior 
to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender may 
hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California 
Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time 
and date for the sale of this property, you may call (714) 730-2727 or visit this Internet Web site www.servicelinkASAP.com, using the 
file number assigned to this case 2024-01966. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best way to verify 
postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after 
the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the 
property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 
48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (714) 730-2727, or visit this internet website www.servicelinkASAP.com, using the 
file number assigned to this case 2024-01966 to find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, 
and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 
15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If 
you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real 
estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase. Date: 12/20/2024 Superior Loan Servicing, by Asset 
Default Management Inc., as Agent for Trustee  7525 Topanga Canyon Blvd. Canoga Park, California 91303 Sale Line: (714) 730-2727 
Julie Taberdo, Sr. Trustee Sale Officer  A-4831341 12/27/2024, 01/03/2025, 01/10/2025

CITY OF PICO RIVERA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

2025-2029 CONSOLIDATED PLAN FOR THE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM (CDBG)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held before the City of Pico Rivera 
City Council to receive public input on community needs for the development of the City’s five-
year Consolidated Plan for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. As an 
entitlement jurisdiction, the City is required by the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) to complete the Consolidated Plan every five years. The Consolidated Plan 
identifies the housing and community development needs of the City’s low-and moderate-income 
community, as defined by HUD, and establishes the City’s HUD-funded strategies for addressing 
these needs for a five-year period. The CDBG Program provides federal funds for local improvement 
projects and programs. Activities assisted with CDBG funds must meet one of the three national 
objectives: principally benefit low and moderate-income persons, aid in the prevention or elimination 
of slums and blight or meet other community development needs having urgency.

WHEN:  Tuesday, February 11, 2025

TIME:  6:00 p.m. 

WHERE:  City Hall Council Chambers
  6615 Passons Boulevard
  Pico Rivera, CA 90660

In accordance with Section 15378 and Section 15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (“CEQA”) and Section 24 CFR 58.34(a) of the National Environmental Protection Act 
(“NEPA”), the approval of the Consolidated Plan is exempt from CEQA and NEPA respectively. 
Under CEQA, the approval of the plan is exempt from CEQA under the Section 15061(b)(3)’s 
common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing 
a significant effect on the environment and where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity 
is not subject to CEQA.

PERSONS INTERESTED IN THIS MATTER wishing to observe the meeting may do so in the 
following ways:

 (1) Turn on your TV to Channel 3;
 (2) Visit the City’s website at https://bit.ly/picorivera-ctv3live; 
 (3) Email public comments to publiccomments@pico-rivera.org prior to 4:00 pm  
  on the day of the meeting;
 (4) Attend the public hearing in person

Availability of Document for Public Comment: The City of Pico Rivera encourages citizen 
participation in the planning process. The 30-day public review period runs from Friday, January 
10, 2025, through Tuesday, February 11, 2025. A copy of the draft Plan will be made available for 
public review on the City of Pico Rivera’s website:  www.pico-rivera.org/consolidated-plan/ .  For 
more information, please contact Julia Gonzalez, Deputy Director, at (562) 801-4447 or via email at 
juliagonzalez@pico-rivera.org.

If you challenge the consideration or adoption of the proposed applications in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this 
notice, or written correspondence delivered to the City of Pico Rivera City Clerk at, or prior to, the 
public hearing. 
*********************************************************************************
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Pico Rivera is committed 
to providing reasonable accommodations for a person with a disability. Please contact the City 
Clerk Office at (562) 801-4389 if special program accommodations are necessary and/or if program 
information is needed on an alternative format. Special requests must be made in a reasonable 
amount of time so that accommodations can be arranged. 

Published:  January 10, 2025
  Los Cerritos Community Newspaper

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 1/10/25
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with commission members appointed by 
and reporting directly to Governor New-
som.

But in 2018, Becerra instructed his 
agency, the BGC, to violate its charter and 
enter the regulatory arena under the Com-
mission’s purview.

It took Becerra less than two years, 
during which time he received massive 
cash for his 2018 election campaign from 
the Native American tribal casinos, as ex-
clusively reported by LCCN, for his Office 
of the Attorney General to ignore over for-
ty years of precedent and deliver a crush-
ing body-blow to California cardrooms 
and the cities they are located in.

On September 25, 2018,  just six weeks 
before his 2018 election, the BGC’s Steph-
anie Shimazu, under Becerra’s orders,  is-
sued onerous rule changes of card room 
games that will have wide-ranging ramifi-
cations up and down the state.

The changes handed the Native Amer-
ican tribal casinos the keys to the bank. 
Now they are cashing in.

“If these regulations were adopted, 
they would kill the cardroom industry and 
devastate dozens of communities and thou-
sands of working families,” the California 
Gaming Assn., a trade group for the state’s 
cardrooms, said in a statement. “This pro-
posal is a clear attack on the cardroom in-
dustry and a message that the bureau is in-
tent on eliminating this lawful $5.6-billion 
industry and putting 32,000 Californians 
out of work.”

This past Wednesday, January 1, for-
mer State Senator Josh Newman’s Sen-
ate Bill 549, the so-called Tribal Nations 
Access to Justice Act, went into effect. It 
gives California’s Native American tribes 
the opportunity to put California Card-
rooms out of business.

SB 549 allows tribes to take legal ac-

tion against card clubs and others offering 
‘banked’ card games where one party pays 
out all winnings or collects all of a player’s 
losses. This rule change, initiated by the 
BGC in 2018, has significantly altered the 
gambling landscape in California, giving 
tribes the power to challenge the legality 
of cardroom operations.

Seven tribes sued cardrooms across 
California in Sacramento Superior Court, 
including the Garden’s Casino in Hawaiian 
Gardens, the Bicycle Casino in Bell Gar-
dens, and the Commerce Casino in Com-
merce.

Just like the three Attorney’s General 
before Becerra refused to sue the card-
rooms, the cardrooms said they were do-
ing nothing illegal. “We are confident that 
California’s cardrooms are operating table 
games in full compliance with the law, just 
as they have done for decades,” California 
Gaming Association President Kyle Kirk-
land said in a news release.

“Cardrooms offer tens of thousands 
of good-paying jobs, pay hundreds of 
millions in taxes, support local commu-
nities, are licensed by the state, subject to 
extensive regulatory oversight, and offer 
legal games that have been reviewed and 
approved by the California Department of 
Justice,” Kirkland said.

“This attempt by tribal casinos to shut 
down lawful competition by tax-paying 
California businesses will fail,” he added.

A news release from the California 
Gaming Association read that the card-
rooms deny the allegations in the tribes’ 
lawsuit and “will vigorously defend their 
lawful operations. “

They have a good case.
In many cases, cardrooms existed and 

licensed their games well before the Gam-
bling Control Act, the Commission, and 
the BGC existed.

Some card rooms operated well before 
the first Native American casino opened. 
At that time, the disputed games were le-

gal, and no one challenged them in court.
In addition, when the BGC and the 

Commission were established, both agen-
cies tacitly approved the existing games, 
allowing them to continue for decades.

As a result, card rooms have relied on 
that approval, expanded operations, and 
invested heavily in infrastructure, while 
the cities have developed a huge income 
flow on which they depend.

Commerce gets 55% of its revenue 
from the Commerce Casino, Bell Gardens 
45%, and Hawaiian Gardens 75%. If the 
tribes are successful, Commerce and Bell 
Gardens would have to implement 35% 
across-the-board cuts, while Hawaiian 
Gardens would likely have to file for bank-
ruptcy.

Don’t forget the devastating economic 
hit on the vendors and staff employed by 
the cardrooms.

Adam Lauridsen, an attorney with San 
Francisco law firm Keker, Van Nest & Pe-
ters, which represents the tribes, seemed to 
gloss over the fact that the BGC and the 
Commission gave tacit approval on which 
the casinos relied on for investment and 
expansion.

“The California Constitution grants 
tribes the exclusive right to offer black-
jack, baccarat, and other banked games in 
tribal casinos. Cardrooms have brazenly 
rejected this voter-approved framework 
and instead forged ahead with offering il-
legal Vegas-style games.”

“Why is it all of a sudden wrong?” said 
former California Cities for Self Reliance 
Joint Powers Authority attorney Jimmy 
Gutierrez. “The games have been going on 
for decades, the Commission has not act-
ed, nor has the BGC ever revoked licenses, 
and there have been no criminal or civil 
actions in the courts.”

Many more lawsuits will likely be filed 
as the tribes until April 1 to finish their fil-
ings.

FIRES: Pico Rivera Partners 
With La Noria Using the City’s 
Sports Arena to Offer Free 
Animal Boarding 

Pico Rivera has partnered with La 
Noria Entertainment and the Pico Rive-
ra Sports Arena to offer free boarding for 
horse and large livestock owners in areas 
impacted by the area fires. 

The Sports Arena is the most promi-
nent Mexican rodeo ring in the country. 
Horse and large livestock owners can 
bring their animals at any time, as some-
one will be present to assist. 

 “As wildfires continue to impact com-
munities across Southern California, our 
thoughts are with the residents, families, 
and animals affected by this devastating 
crisis,” said Pico Rivera Mayor John R. 
Garcia. “Today, I am proud to announce 
that the Pico Rivera Sports Arena has 
been designated as an emergency shelter 
for horses and large livestock displaced 
by the fires. This critical resource under-
scores our city’s commitment to support-
ing our neighbors in their time of need.

 The Sports Arena is uniquely 
equipped to provide safe, secure, and 
accessible boarding for horses and other 
large animals. It gives families peace of 
mind as they prioritize their safety and re-
covery. We recognize that animals are an 
integral part of many households, farms, 
and livelihoods, and providing a safe ha-
ven for them is a vital part of our disaster 
response efforts.”

 Facilities like the Pico Rivera Sports 
Arena play a pivotal role in ensuring that 
no family has to make the heartbreak-
ing choice between their safety and the 
well-being of their animals. 




