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Termed-Qut Central Basin Board Members
Flouting State Law, Remain on Board

An unauthorized letter
seeks to alter State Bill AB
1794 so appointed directors
can remain on the board; a
water industry non-profit is
also in on the scheme.

By Brian Hews

It’s gotten to the point at Cen-
tral Basin Water [CB] where if
certain board members disagree
with California State law and have
a majority and control of the bank
account, the group will try any-
thing to keep their seats and prized
majority on the board. The ques-
tion is, why?

Los Cerritos Community
News has obtained a letter from
CB and the Central Basin Wa-
ter Association [CBWA], a letter
that was not agendized and voted
on by either board at a properly
noticed meeting. The letter asks
California Attorney General Ron
Bonta, under the guise of “clar-
ification,” to consider clauses in
state bill AB 1794 related to ap-
pointed—not elected—CB Board
member terms.

AB 1794 was passed in 2016
because of years of CB Board cha-
os and operational instability after
Jim Roybal and Bob Apodaca
took seats in 2012. For years the
majority-which was three at the
time-handed out sole-source con-
tracts while firing General Manag-
ers who did not do their bidding.

AB 1794 added three appoint-
ed (not elected) directors to the
board, one director was appointed
by cities inside CB boundaries,
one by water purveyors inside CB
boundaries, and one by large water
companies inside CB boundaries.

The bill was supposed to bring
stability to the board, but it has
had the extreme opposite effect.

Almost all of the appointed di-
rectors have brought chaos and
corruption to the board while not
finishing their four-year terms.

Of the nine directors appoint-
ed since AB 1794 passed, only
one director has finished out their
term, the remainder resigned,
sometimes only serving one year.

And the group of four attempt-
ing to change AB 1794 wants to
give current and future appoint-
ed directors longer terms on the
board?

The directors behind the let-
ter, and those who are currently
in the majority, include the GM of
Golden State Water and President
Nem Ochoa, who was appoint-
ed in 2024 and whose term is in
question; Gary Mendez, who has
zero water experience but was
appointed to Vice President mere
weeks and one board meeting after
he was elected; Joanna Moreno, an
engineer at the city of Vernon who
was appointed in 2024 and who
defiantly remains on the board
despite her term ending in Decem-
ber 2024, and Director Juan Garza
who has issues himself, including
a $50,000 California Franchise
Tax Board lein on his home related
to his company, Six Heron, LLC,
which was filed eight months ago
and remains open.

The majority is using attorney
Victor Ponto to author the letter.
They recently voted to hand out an
additional $134,000 to Ponto and
his company, Burke, Williams,
Sorensen, with Ponto blowing
through the initial annual budget-
ed amount due to “unforeseen le-
gal issues.”

The move has many observers
scratching their heads. AB 1794
is very clear: Appointed directors
serve four-year terms and then
resign. After a director terms out,
the replacement process starts in

[ See WATER, page 4 |

Pico Rivera Honored With
2024 Energy Action Platinum Award

By Brian Hews

The City of Pico Rivera is
proud to announce that it has
been awarded the 2024 Ener-
gy Action Platinum Award, the
highest distinction recognizing
energy efficiency and sustainabil-

ity leadership from the Gateway
Cities Council of Governments
(GCCOQG). This inaugural award
places Pico Rivera at the forefront
of environmental innovation, hon-
oring its commitment to creating a

[ See PICO RIVERA, page 12 ]

WELCOME HOME: State Senator Bob Archuleta (holding scissors) with Supervisor Janice Hahn,
with Santa Fe Springs elected officials including Mayor Bill Rounds, Mayor Pro Tem Joe Angel Zamora,
Councilwomen Juanita Martin and Annette Rodriguez and Councilman John Mora celebrate after the

official ribbon cutting signaling the opening of the Safe Families Center.

Grand Opening of Safe Families Center in Santa Fe Springs

By Brian Hews

This past Saturday, Febru-
ary 1, Supervisor Janice Hahn
joined The Whole Child, state
leaders, and Santa Fe Springs
City Council members for the
Grand Opening Ceremony of
the Safe Families Interim Hous-
ing and Support Services Center

which will serve hundreds of
children and families annually
in Los Angeles County.

The project was made possi-
ble with $7.3 million in county
funding secured by Supervisor
Hahn.

The completed center is the
first phase of The Whole Child’s
innovative “Homeless to Home-

owner Campus,” which will
provide a comprehensive con-
tinuum care: bringing families
in crisis under one roof for ser-
vices and interim housing, then
providing permanent supportive
housing in apartment units, and
ultimately allowing an opportu-
nity for formerly unhoused fam-

[ See CENTER, page 3 |

La Mirada Girls Baskethall Seniors Finally Have Their Long-Awaited League Title

By Loren Kopft
@LorenKopff on X

For over four decades, the
La Mirada High girls basket-
ball program has had to sit and
watch six other schools cele-
brate a Suburban League ti-
tle. Three of those schools are
current members of the 605
League-Artesia High, Cerritos
High and John Glenn High,
while the other three are ei-
ther in the Gateway League or
Mid-Cities League-Bellflower
High, Mayfair High and Nor-
walk High.

In fact, since the 1997-1998
season, the highest league fin-
ish the Matadores had was third

[ See LA MIRADA, page 11 ]

THE 2024-2025 La Mirada High girls basketball team will be
one for the ages as its 54-45 win over Dominguez High last
Friday clinched at least a share of the Mid-Cities League title. It’s
presumed to be the first league championship for the program in
school history, at least in 40 years. Photo by Loren Kopff.
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Mark Pulido is a 52-year resident of Cerritos
and raised his family here. He is endorsed by

MemorialCare Long Beach First in State to
Adopt ‘Revolutionary’ Spinal Surgery System
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THE NEW SYSTEM improves the precision of spine surgeries, allowing surgeons
to make real-time, data-driven decisions. One of the most advanced features is how
it automatically halts instrument movement when approaching a danger zone — lit up
in orange — preventing potential harm to patients. Dr. Brandon Ortega is seen here
demonstrating the system on a test spine.

Congressman Alan Lowenthal (ret), local police
officers, city employees, and working families.
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Mark Pulido worked tirelessly to improve Cerritos on the City
Council from 2011 to 2020:

v Trimmed over 15,000 trees
v Residential burglaries DOWN 35%
v Parks renovated, sidewalks fixed, potholes filled

V.

Cerritos needs leaders who can get things done.
Vote Mark Pulido for Council.
pulidoforcerritos@gmail.com (562) 404-2343

MARKPULIDOTO CITY COUNCIL.

Get things done. Vote by Mail by March 4th.

PAID FOR BY: MARK PULIDO FOR CITY COUNCIL 2025 FPPC ID# 1477690

CENTURION

Mortgage @ Finance

.NOT SATISFIED WITH
YOUR CURRENT HOUSE

PAYMENT?
.BIG BANK TURNED YOU

[ can help you with that.

DeAnna Allensworth
Broker - Advisor

Phone: 562-533-5600
www.CenturionMF.com
CA DRE 01443787
NMLS 206457

Heating & Air Conditioning

SINCE 1958
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

* Drains and Sewers Cleaned *
Copper Repiping * Furnaces * Water Heaters
Air Conditioning + Water Piping * Hydrojetting
Leak Detecting * Water Softeners * Disposals
Bath Remodeling * Backflow Testing & Repair

11661 Firestone Blvd. Norwalk

State Contractor License: #271767

(562) 868-7777

320 off with this ad!

Summer Employment
& Volunteer Opportunities
With La Palma

Looking for a fun and rewarding
way to spend your summer? Whether
you want to gain work experience as a
volunteer or start a paid seasonal job,
the city of La Palma could have the
perfect opportunity for you.

Join the city’s Summer Volunteen
Program and gain valuable skills while
making a difference in the communi-
ty, and building lifelong friendships.
Apply by March 9 at

governmentjobs.com/careers/lapal-
ma/jobs/4810354/volunteen

Looking for a paid summer job?
The La Palma Public Works & Com-
munity Services team is hiring Summer
Recreation Leaders and Day Camp
Counselors to help bring fun and ener-
gy to its seasonal programs.

This is an excellent opportunity
to work with the community, develop
leadership skills, and enjoy a rewarding
summer job. But hurry—applications
are due by March 2, apply at

governmentjobs.com/careers/lapal-
ma/jobs/4818956/recreation-positions-
part-time-summer-day-camp

Printed on recycled paper.

LCCN Staff Report

Advanced surgical planning and navi-
gation technology enhances precision and
expands options for spine surgery, cutting
down the length of surgery, which im-
proves patient outcomes

MemorialCare Long Beach Medi-
cal Center is the first in the California to
adopt Stryker’s Q Guidance System with
Spine Guidance Software. This system
revolutionizes spinal surgery by enabling
precise, computer-assisted navigation for
both open and minimally invasive spine
procedures. By integrating optical tracking
capabilities, sophisticated algorithms, and
advanced instrumentation, the Q Guidance
System significantly enhances surgical
planning and execution, offering spine sur-
geons unmatched accuracy and efficiency.

“The Q Guidance System with Spine
Guidance Software truly streamlines every
aspect of spine surgery, from preoperative
planning to intraoperative execution,” says
Brandon Ortega, M.D., spine surgeon, Me-
morialCare Orthopedic & Spine Institute,
Long Beach Medical Center. “This tech-
nology not only improves precision but
also provides Long Beach Medical Center
with customization capabilities that are
needed to optimize outcomes for our pa-
tients.”

The Q Guidance System’s advanced
proprietary camera provides surgeons
exceptional speed and flexibility, offer-
ing multiple tracking options, including
full-spectrum active and passive hybrid
optical tracking. This technology enables
the calibration and registration of surgical

instruments in under two seconds, saving
valuable time in the operating room. The
accompanying Spine Guidance Software
further enhances efficiency with an intu-
itive, modern interface. Its customizable
dashboards allow surgeons to tailor the
system to their workflow preferences, en-
suring a seamless and optimized surgical
experience.

“The Q Guidance System is a powerful
tool that delivers the reliability and scal-
ability needed for a wide range of spine
procedures,” says Dr. Ortega. “When used
with the Airo TruCT scanner, the Q Guid-
ance System with Spine Guidance Soft-
ware can help simplify our intraoperative
decision-making with its suggestion-based
platform. Its intuitive and customizable
software enables us to configure the sys-
tem to fit our preferences.”

Stryker’s Q Guidance System with
Spine Guidance Software represents a
significant advancement in spine surgery
technology. It offers surgeons the ability
to personalize their approach, integrating
advanced planning tools, gesture recogni-
tion, and compatibility with multiple spine
screw systems. These features, combined
with the flexibility of customizable settings
and an array of surgical instruments, allow
surgeons to tailor the system to meet the
unique demands of each procedure.

By adopting this groundbreaking tech-
nology, Long Beach Medical Center re-
affirms its commitment to providing the
highest level of care for patients requiring
spine surgery. Long Beach Medical Center
has been rated a High Performing Hospi-
tal in Spinal Fusion and a Best Regional
Hosptial by U.S. News & World Report.

& Flood repair

© Plumbing clogs “
/ Water heater replacement &
/' Repair and install gas lines &
& Remodel your plumbing Y

Keeping It Flowing For You!

PETE’'S PLUMBING

Disposals repair and install
Toilets install or replace
New piping and repairs
New homes, old homes,

commercial plumbing and
a ton more

We offer a wide range of plumbing services from emergency plumbing to
commercial plumbing services, our master plumbers are ready
to handle all jobs large or small at any time during the day or night.

I

Over 30 years in business!

10800-21-4PETES or 562-599-0106

3099 E. Pacific Coast Highway - Long Beach
petes-plumbing.com - info@petes-plumbing.com

(? petesplumbingca
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ilies to purchase townhome units.

Benefitting from land donated by
the Santa Fe Springs valued at over
$1.4 million, as well as over $20 mil-
lion in funding from Supervisor Hahn,
the State of California, Congresswoman
Linda Sanchez, and the Bezos Day One
Fund, among many others, the center
will house up to 40 families at a time
as they transition from homelessness
to permanent supportive housing. The
first floor of the building contains ame-
nities: a computer lab, laundry services,
a food pantry, treatment rooms for men-
tal health services, and a spacious play-
ground for children. Living units in the
center include full kitchens, furnishings,
appliances, housewares, and more. The
facility is also a trauma-informed mental
health hub focused on treating the effects
of homelessness on children, teens, and
parents.

“This represents the culmination of
over six years of planning, fundrais-
ing, commitment, and excitement,” said
Constanza Pachon, CEO of The Whole
Child. “To finally open this facility is a
testament to the hard work of our Board,
leadership team, facilities, team, funders,
and partners. We are grateful for all of
their efforts to bring this transformative
center to life.”

“As we continue to address the home-
lessness crisis, we have to try new strat-
egies and this Homeless to Homeowner
Campus we are bringing to Santa Fe
Springs is innovative,” said Supervisor
Janice Hahn, who secured $7.3 million
for the project. “This first phase is per-
haps the most important part. This will
be interim shelter for families in crisis
with wrap around services to provide sta-
bility and support to parents and kids in
what might be the worst chapter of their
lives. I applaud the Whole Child for their
commitment to supporting families and
setting them up for better futures and I
hope this can be a model for us going
forward.”

“On behalf of City of Santa Fe
Springs, 1 want to sincerely thank The
Whole Child for bringing the transfor-
mative Homeless to Homeowner Cam-
pus to our community. This innovative
facility represents hope, stability, and
opportunity for families experiencing
homelessness. The Whole Child is not
just addressing homelessness but offer-
ing a pathway to lasting change. We are
proud to partner with such a visionary or-
ganization to create a brighter future for
our residents and thank them for making
a meaningful difference in our city,” said
Mayor Bill Rounds.

THE LAW OFFICE
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Ly LEWIS &
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LA MIRADA’S

FULL SERVICE

LAW FIRM

(562) 293-4073
LewisLaw.info

JOHN LEWIS, ESQ.

- REAL ESTATE LAW
- PERSONAL INJURY
- BUSINESS LAW
- WILLS & TRUSTS
241 E FIRESTONE BL, #4100, LA MIRADA

Best-Selling Author Visits Gonsalves Elementary

Catherine
Grant Wieder

Attorney &
Mediator

Probate,
Wills & Trusts
Conservatorship,
Guardianship,
Dispute
Mediation

562-
404-4039

STUDENTS AT GONSALVES Elementary School celebrated Black History Month
by hearing from best-selling author, singer, and actress Latrice McGlothin. Ms.
McGlothin shared her story “Hello Coco!,” a fun book about an amazing girl showing
pride in preparing a meal for her loved ones. The story serves as an uplifting message
about the importance of healthy habits, healthy eating, and spending time with family.
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Riaz is proudly endorsed by:

== AFSCME.

AFL«C10

LA County City of Cerritos Association for
Firefighters, IAFF Employees Los Angeles

Local 1014 AFSCME Local 619 Deputy Sheriffs
Riaz Surti Cerritos City Council 2025 FPPC ID# 1477351
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December, culminating with a nomination
in February.

If a director resigns before the term ends,
AB 1794 is again very clear, “A vacancy in
an office of appointed director shall be filled
in accordance with the [normal] selection
process. The replacement director serves
out the remainder of the term and then must
resign their position.”

CB Director Thomas Bekele, who, you
guessed it, brought major chaos to the board,
verbally resigned on video in May 2024.

Vernon Engineer Joanna Moreno was
nominated and replaced Bekele in mid-
2024, knowing she would be off the board
in December 2024 under AB 1794.

But the board majority, management,
and lawyers at CB have covertly delayed the
nomination process, which should’ve ended
with Moreno’s replacement appointed “on
the last Friday in February,” which would
have been in 21 days on February 28, 2025.

The majority have bought themselves a
seat for at least three months; the process to
fill a seat takes 120 days.

As with other appointed CB Directors,
Moreno has defied the law under AB 1794
while remaining on the board so that Ochoa,
Mendez, and Garza can retain their majority
and vote for a slew of contracts.

The group recently voted to approve
a five-year office lease far from the cen-
ter of CB in the swanky Cerritos Towne
Center, paying $3.05 per square foot for a
5,000-square-foot space. A quick check by
LCCN of available office space in Com-
merce, immediately off Interstate Five free-
way, found space at $2.7 per square foot,
and in the city of Industry, LCCN found
space at $2.4 per square foot.

Knowing that they needed to move on
from the Ochoa and Moreno situation at
some point, the group concocted the AG
letter scheme. Ponto and his assistant Zach

Lopes drafted an expensive six-page letter,
hiding it as “clarification,” subsequently
arguing, using precedents and the Water
Code, that both Ochoa and Moreno should
remain on the board, in effect asking Bonta
to alter AB 1794.

LCCN exclusively obtained the letter
from sources; CB lawyers, in a questionable
maneuver, refused to give LCCN the letter
after a proper public records request “be-
cause [Victor] Ponto said it was a draft and
not disclosable.”

The letter shows that the Central Basin
Water Association is also involved in the
scheme, asking for a “co-opinion” with
Central Basin Municipal Water. According
to sources, neither the CB Board nor the
CBWA board approved the draft letter.

It is similar to what CBWA pulled in
2016, covertly lobbying for AB 1794 while
violating federal and state reporting laws re-
lated to lobbying, as exclusively reported by
LCCN in 2019.

That illegal lobbying paid off; three
CBWA Board members, Dan Arrighi, Frank
Heldman, and Mark Grejeda, were eventu-
ally appointed to the CB Basin Board. All
three brought chaos to the board, with Ar-
righi and Heldman eventually resigning be-
fore their term ended.

No CB Board members ever asked for
an opinion from the attorney general after
the two resigned, and two more appointed
CB Directors resigned after Arrighi and
Heldman.

The letter must now be approved by
both the CB Board and the CBWA Board,
but there are numerous conflicts of interest;
two glaring conflicts would be Ochoa and
Moreno voting.

It remains to be seen whether conflicts
of interest have prevented the group from
voting on and approving agenda items be-
fore.

riHE BING O cLUB
562-402-6769

21900 Norwalk Bilvd.
Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716

OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK

Monday thru Saturday -
6 pm to 12 Midnight
Doors open at 4pm

Sunday 2 pm to 9 pm
Doors openat 12pm

3 SESSIONS PER DAY!!!
25 Games per Session
EXCLUSIVE VARIETY OF PULL TABS!!!

- Smoke Free Indoors - Snack Bar - Security on Site -
Ample parking - ATM’s Available

THE BINGO CLUB IS A FUCTION OF AND OPERATED BY THE IRVING I. MOSKOWITZ
FOUNDATION NON-PROFIT PUBLIC CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION.

Lakewood's Homeless Outreach Team Seeing Success

DUAL APPROACH: A homeless encampment in the rear alley behind Petco on
Lakewood Blvd., the city has a dual approach of offering mental health services and
enforcement against encampments.

By Brian Hews

When Lakewood implemented its
ideas to combat homelessness two years
ago, the city ended up using a dual ap-
proach of intensive outreach to home-
less people, offering services and help in
leaving the streets and getting housing,
coupled with Sheriff’s enforcement to
ensure that illegal encampments are re-
moved as quickly as possible and laws
are being followed. The program has
been a success.

It’s called the Lakewood Outreach
Team.

LOT has succeeded in encouraging
dozens of homeless people in Lakewood
to accept help and leave the streets over
the past two years, but challenges re-
main.

Recently, the city’s team efforts fo-
cused on a homeless encampment in the
rear alley behind Petco on Lakewood
Blvd.

Deputy Sheriffs contacted three
homeless people there and found that
one had a felony warrant.

As they were arresting him, the man
said he was having a medical emergency
due to drugs he had taken earlier.

He was taken to the hospital and will
eventually be arrested.

The city’s Public Safety Officers
(PSOs) offered homeless services to
the other individuals, but they refused
the help. They were told to gather their
items and leave the area quickly.

PSOs also contacted the manager of
Petco regarding the incident to empha-
size calling the Sherift’s Station anytime
there are homeless congregating in their
parking lot.

They also successfully had the man-
ager sign a Letter of Agency, which
allows the Sheriff’s Department to en-
force trespassing on behalf of a business
during non-business hours.

The city indicated that Deputy Sher-
iffs, PSOs, the city’s Homeless Services
Liaison, and Southwest Patrol will con-
tinue to monitor Petco and take appro-
priate action to offer outreach services
and remove any encampments.

“Lakewood will continue to carry
out actions like that,” said City Manager
Thaddeus McCormack. “We are being
as active and creative as we can in ad-
dressing homelessness in our city. We’re
doing everything we can to offer help
and maintain the quality of life for our
overall community.”

If residents see an encampment,
they are encouraged to call Lakewood
Station’s non-emergency line at 562-
623-3500 or submit a request using the
Lakewood Connect app. Residents in-
volvement is crucial in the city’s efforts
to address homelessness.

If an individual is acting erratically
or appears to be a danger to themselves
or others, call 911 immediately.

Businesses can enforce the encamp-
ments by posting no-trespassing signs
and educating employees about the pro-
cess for reporting issues involving the
homeless, as outlined above.

Businesses interested in signing a
Letter of Agency or wishing more in-
formation on steps to report and address
homelessness can contact the city’s Pub-
lic Safety Department at 562-866-9771,
ext. 2114.

GOT SAFETY?

m Be alert!
B Be informed!
B Be prepared!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

CERRITOS SHERIFE'S STATION

COoMMUNITY SAFETY CENTER

Visit www.crimemapping.com for easy access to current neighhorhood crime reports, statistics and maps.
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What's Happening in La Mirada
LCCN Staff Report Digital entries may be submitted to

Enjoy the Farmers Market

Savor the season’s best with fresh re-
gional produce, handcrafted goodies, and
ready-to-enjoy treats perfect for sharing
with someone special.

The Farmers Market is open every
Saturday from 9 a.m. to | p.m. and fea-
tures 20 to 25 vendors each week.

The Farmers Market has a temporary
new location within the Civic Center
campus adjacent to the Activity Center.

Love a Tree Poster Contest

Students are invited to showcase their
creativity and express their appreciation
for the urban forest by participating in the
Arbor Day “Love a Tree” poster contest.

This contest is open to all La Mira-
da students, from kindergarten through
12th grade. Entries must be submitted by
Monday, March 17.

The original artwork should reflect the
theme “Love a Tree” and be created on
paper (ranging from 8.5” x 117 to 12” x
18”), digitally, or using recycled materi-
als.

Be sure to include the artist’s first and
last name, school, grade level, and parent
contact information on the back of the
poster.

First-place winners from each grade
level will be honored at a City Council
meeting in April.

LoveATree@cityoflamirada.org.
For more information, please call
(562) 943-7277.2025

Older Americans Recognition Award

The City of La Mirada honors res-
idents ages 60 and above whose active
involvement and volunteer service have
greatly enhanced the quality of life in the
community. Nominations for the 2025
Older Americans Recognition Day Award
are being accepted through February 17.

Nomination forms are available here
and at the Activity Center. Nomina-
tions may be submitted electronically to
OARD@cityoflamirada.org and in-person
at the Activity Center. The selected award
recipient will be recognized as La Mira-
da’s honoree at the Los Angeles County
Commission on Aging’s Older Americans
Recognition Day award ceremony and at
a City Council meeting in May.

For more information, call
the Activity Center at (562) 902-3160.

La Mirada Celebrates 65 Years:
A Journey Through History

La Mirada is celebrating its 65th anni-
versary as an incorporated city! A special
celebration will be held on Saturday,
March 22, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
historic Neff Estate.

Experience La Mirada’s rich history
by touring the Carriage Barn, the George

42 HOME MIXED-USE PROJECT APPROVED

A MIXED-USE PROJECT offering a total of 42 market-rate residential homes at 15700
Imperial Highway has been approved. “This development, marking the first mixed-use
project within the Imperial Highway Specific Plan, is a significant milestone for the City’s

La Mirada Housing for All initiative,”

says Community Development Director Manuel

Muiioz. The residential project is being financed and built by a private developer.” It will
include 35 spacious townhomes featuring three to four bedrooms and two to three stories
with floor plans ranging from 1,588 to 2,200 square feet.

House, and the Neff House, and explore
exhibits and a historical timeline show-
casing La Mirada’s key milestones. The
celebration will feature a craft fair, food
vendors, family-friendly activities, and
live entertainment.

For more information about La Mira-
da’s 65th Anniversary Celebration, visit
cityoflamirada.org.

Volunteer for the 2025 Los Angeles
County Homeless Count

The Los Angeles County Homeless Count
was postponed in January and is now
scheduled for Wednesday, February 19 at
8 p.m. The data collected from the Count
is an essential part of understanding and
addressing homelessness in L.A. County.
Information gathered from the Count
helps the Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority (LAHSA) and its partners
deliver services where they are needed
most. For more information, or to sign-
up, visit count.lahsa.org.
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YAURA ACADEMY

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY RESEARCH ACADEMY

9™-12™ HIGH SCHOOL, AN AUTHORIZED INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) WORLD SCHOOL

Early College Program (ECP)

Shorten your Bachelor’s degree up to 1.5 years

* STEAM: Science, Technology,

Engineering, Arts, and
Mathematics

e Christian values
* Scholarship Opportunities
* Develop Critical Thinking

* Learn a New Language
* Global Perspective
* IB Authorized

New 2024-2025 Scholarships:

One Full Scholarship, if eligible, up to USD 60,000
9th and 11th grades only, one each

%2 562.800.0249

@ www.auracademy.org

P< admission@auracademy.org

9 Building 2,1600 E Hill St., Signal Hill CA 90755

Long-Time Cerritos
Resident Passes Away

Rosemary Economy

Longtime Cerritos resident Rose-
mary Economy passed away on January
13, 2025. Ms. Economy had moved to
Palm Springs a few years ago. She was
a founding member of the Let Freedom
Ring Committee, a former Planning
Commissioner and was very active in
the community. Ms. Economy and her
husband Richard “Dick” Economy with
both active partners in the community.
Rosemary was interred at Artesia Ceme-
tery January 24.

Win a $300
Gift Card

LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS’

CUTEST PETS

PHOTO CONTEST
Is your pet the cutest?

Upload your most adorable
pic of your pet and share your
entry on your social media.

The pet with the
most votes wins!

Enter at:
loscerritosnews.net/cutest-pets
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The Play That Goes Wrong Does Everything Right at La Mirada Theater

WRONG: from (I-r) John Sanders, Mary Faber, Reggie De Leon and Trent

By Stepheny Gehrig

Laughter roared throughout La Mi-
rada, all due to the production of “The
Play That Goes Wrong” at the Theatre
for the Performing Arts.

The over-the-top slapstick comedy
quickly became an audience favorite,
featuring punchless punchlines and
gauche stunts. With the understanding
that the audience is watching the first
performance of an amateur whodunit
production, the show sets itself up as a
meta-play, a play within a play.

The show succeeds in establishing
the success of its actors. By portraying
characters who are victims of every-
thing going wrong in their own produc-
tion, these actors successfully demon-
strate their talents as performers.

The unassuming pairing of Regina
Fernandez, who played Sandra/ Flor-
ence Colleymoore, and Garrett Clayton,
who plays Max/Cecil Haversham and
Arthur the Gardener, both brought an
authentic sense of gaudiness and pas-
sion to their respective characters. In a
scene where they share a synchronized
“kiss,” Fernandez and Clayton are
perfectly synchronized, making their
moment so much more comedic.

Mills star in the La Mirada Theatre’ hilarious comedy now until Feb. 16.

(PAT) asHok

PATNAIK

CERRITOS CITY COUNCIL

PROUD CERRITOS RESIDENT FOR
25+ YEARS AND DEDICATED TO
COMMUNITY SERVICE

TOP PRIORITIES

a COMMUNITY SAFETY

COLLABORATE CLOSELY WITH THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT TO ENSURE
THE SAFETY OF CERRITOS RESIDENTS

@ scNIOR SERVICES

ENHANCE PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF
LIFE FOR OUR SENIOR CITIZENS

® «uaLITY EDUCATION

PARTNER WITH LOCAL SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE RESOURCES AND
SUPPORT FOR STUDENT SUCCESS

WHY VOTE FOR PAT?

(PAT) ASHOK PATNAIK IS COMMITTED TO CREATING

A SAFER, STRONGER, AND MORE INCLUSIVE

CERRITOS. WITH OVER 14 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN

VARIOUS APPOINTED POSITIONS, PAT HAS A

PROVEN RECORD OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY
WITH INTEGRITY AND DEDICATION.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

» PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSIONER

+ ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER

« SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBER

- BOND MEASURES COMMITTEE MEMBER,
CERRITOS COLLEGE

+ RECRUITMENT TEAM MEMBER, CERRITOS
COLLEGE FOUNDATION

ABOUT PAT

EDUCATION: MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEGREE
& MBA FROM PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: COMMERCIAL BANKER
SPECIALIZING IN SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORT

LEADERSHIP STYLE: BIPARTISAN, ETHICAL, TRANSPARENT,
AND ACCOUNTABLE

YOUR VOICE MATTERS

TOGETHER, WE CAN SHAPE THE FUTURE OF
CERRITOS. LET’S CONTINUE TO BUILD A
THRIVING, SAFE, AND INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY.

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
WWW.PATFORCERRITOS.COM
(662) 274-3210

ENDORSED BY ESTEEMED LEADERS

FRANK YOKOYAMA - CURRENT COUNCIL MEMBER, CITY OF CERRITOS
MARK PULIDO - FORMER MAYOR, CITY OF CERRITOS

DR. JOSEPH CHO - FORMER MAYOR, CITY OF CERRITOS

TATIANA YOKOYAMA BUI - MEMBER, ABC SCHOOL BOARD

DR. AL BARLEVY - FORMER PLANNING COMMISSIONER, CITY OF CERRITOS
NICK KIM - FORMER PLANNING COMMISSIONER, CITY OF CERRITOS

VOTE FOR (PAT) ASHOK PATNAIK
ON MARCH 4TH, 2025.

PAID FOR: BY (PAT) ASHOK PATNAIK, CERRITOS CITY COUNCIL 2025 | ID#1477120.
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THE PLAY
THAT GOES

WRONDO

¢

Trent Mills, Robert/Thomas Col-
leymoore, who also featured in La
Mirada’s “The Little Mermaid” produc-
tion, showcased his range diving into
comedy. A particularly humorous scene
in which Mills and Clayton settle an
argument with a sword fight becomes
more comical as the actors embrace the
exaggerated moment.

Although given a few lines, Sterling
Sulieman, who plays Jonathan/Charles
Haversham, acted phenomenally
through subtleties like facial expres-
sions, sighs, and physicality. Sulieman
truly added a spark to the show that is
worth praise.

Both Reggie De Leon, who plays
Dennis/Perkins, and John Sanders, who
plays Chris/Inspector Carter, deserve a
moment in the limelight as they carry
the majority of the laughter in the
house. De Leon and Sanders’ characters
derived their comedic essence through
puns that are said so casually and
quickly that they might take a minute
for viewers to digest or be overlooked.

The characters Trevor and Annie,
played by Michael-Leon Wooley and
Mary Faber, respectively, introduce
an interesting value to the show that
gets the audience involved. Wooley
and Faber interact with the audience in
ways that make the show much more
enjoyable and memorable.

Another highlight of the show is its
precision in its set design. For a show
where everything goes wrong, breaks,
or falls down, it is imperative that each
piece of the set is functioning and in
its proper place — something that can
go unnoticed in any production. The
set design, in this case, is essential to
the success of the show. Additionally,
the show should be commended on its
technicality in its stage fighting, which
was performed so accurately that mo-
ments were gasp-worthy.

If you’re looking for an easy-to-
watch and over-the-top comedy, then
“The Play That Goes Wrong” is perfect.
However, this show might not land well
with some audiences as jokes are re-
used and predictable, while the physical
comedy comes across as brash — al-
most as if the show does not expect its
viewers to be able to keep up.

The show might be fun for Gen Z
audiences or those who are fans of Dis-
ney’s “Teen Beach Movie,” as Clayton
is a lead character in the film.

“The Play that Goes Wrong” will be
in La Mirada until Feb. 16. Its shows
are Thursdays through Sundays, and
tickets range from $13 to $87.
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Building a Stronger Artesia: My Vision and Path Forward in 2025

By Ali Sajjad Taj
Artesia Mayor

“As Mayor of the City of Artesia, I am
deeply honored and humbled to serve our
vibrant and diverse
community for a third
term. This privilege is
one [ hold close to my
heart, and I extend
my heartfelt grati-
tude to the residents
and constituents of
Artesia for placing
their trust in me once
again. Your confi-
dence and continued
support inspire me to work tirelessly to
ensure Artesia remains a wonderful place
to live, work, and raise a family. During
my previous terms, we have successful-
ly expanded community programs, im-
proved local infrastructure, and fostered
partnerships with local businesses to drive
economic growth. These achievements
are a reflection of our shared dedication
to making Artesia a thriving and inclusive

Artesia Mayor
Ali Sajjad Taj

city.

I also want to express my sincere
thanks to all of you for your overwhelm-
ing support of Measure AAA. This critical
initiative, made possible by your votes,
will provide much-needed resources to
enhance the quality of life in our city. It is
a testament to the strength and unity of our
community, and I am excited to see the
positive impact it will have in the months
and years to come.

As we embark on the year 2025, [ am
pleased to share our top priorities that will
guide our efforts:

1. Enhancing Public Safety: Keeping
Artesia a safe place to live is our highest
priority. This year, I am thrilled to an-
nounce the establishment of a new Public
Safety Service Center. This facility will
allow law enforcement, code enforcement
and staff to better serve our community,
ensuring quicker response times and a
stronger presence in our neighborhoods.
Public safety is the foundation of a thriv-
ing community, and we are committed to
providing the resources necessary to keep
every resident safe.

2. Driving Economic Development
and Revenue Generation: To sustain and
grow Artesia’s prosperity, we will focus
on attracting new businesses, supporting
our local entrepreneurs, and securing ad-
ditional funding through county, state, and
federal grants. Economic development is
key to creating jobs, enhancing city ser-
vices, and increasing revenue streams
that benefit all residents. For instance,
the upcoming Artesia Town Center proj-
ect, which includes a mix of retail, din-
ing, and community spaces, is expected
to generate significant local revenue and
create numerous job opportunities for our
residents. By fostering a business-friendly
environment, we aim to strengthen Arte-
sia’s economic foundation for future gen-
erations.

3. Investing in Our Workforce: The
hardworking employees of the City of Ar-
tesia are the backbone of our success. This
year, we will prioritize hiring new talent,
offering competitive compensation pack-
ages, and retaining our dedicated staff
through promotions and reward programs.
Our goal is to build a motivated, high-per-

forming team committed to serving our
community with excellence.

In addition to these priorities, we re-
main steadfast in our commitment to im-
proving our city’s infrastructure, including
roads and public spaces. These enhance-
ments will ensure Artesia continues to be
a city we are all proud to call home.

As your Mayor, I am committed to
maintaining an open-door policy. Please
do not hesitate to reach out to me directly
or through my office with any concerns,
suggestions, or ideas. I also look forward
to working with my City Council col-
leagues and the staff. Together, we can
make Artesia even better.

Finally, our thoughts and prayers are
with the victims of the recent wildfires.
Let us stand in solidarity with those af-
fected and continue to support each other
in times of need.

Thank you for your trust and support. [
look forward to serving you and working
together to make 2025 a year of progress
and prosperity for Artesia.”

By Ernie Nishii, President, ABC Unified
School District Board of Education

The ABC Unified School District
(ABCUSD) has long been recognized as
a leader in education
nationwide. Since I
| joined the Board of
Education in 2017,
I’'ve witnessed first-
hand the great work
happening in our
schools and commu-
nities. In December,
my colleagues en-
trusted me with the
role of board pres-
ident—a position I last held in 2019.
Reflecting on our district then and now,
times couldn’t be more different.

In 2019, California’s economy was
doing well. Our community had just ap-
proved a facilities measure to modern-
ize- our first in 23 years. Our district
weathered the Great Recession without
laying off permanent employees, and
while we anticipated declining enroll-
ment, we were addressing it. Then, in
2020, the COVID pandemic happened.

Now, as | begin my second term as
board president, we face a trifecta of
challenges: an inconsistent state econ-
omy/loss of federal revenues, declining
student enrollment, and the financial im-
pact of Assembly Bill 218.

California public schools are funded

Ernie Nishii
ABC School Board President

Challenges Ahead for Our Schools

primarily through the state. In theory,
this should mean that schools have the
resources we need. The reality is that
we don’t. During the pandemic, federal
one-time funds provided crucial support
for addressing student “learning loss”
and mental health. The funds allowed us
to keep class sizes smaller, with lower
teacher-to-student ratios. Those restrict-
ed one-time funds are either spent or al-
located to be spent very soon.

School funding is tied to student at-
tendance. Over the past years, ABCUSD
has suffered a decline in enrollment,
from over 20,000 students pre-pandemic
to fewer than 17,500 today. This unde-
niable trend will continue as declining
birth rates (2023 marked the lowest birth
rate in Los Angeles County’s history)
and family relocations reduce our stu-
dent enrollment.

Declining enrollment impacts not
only our funding but also the resources
available for our students to succeed.
This is not unique to ABCUSD—dis-
tricts in Los Angeles County and across
California are grappling with similar
challenges.

As if the economic and enrollment
pressures weren’t enough, Assembly Bill
218 (AB 218) has added another layer of
financial strain. This law extended the
statute of limitations for survivors of
childhood abuse to file lawsuits, includ-
ing cases dating back decades. While
the intent of the law is noble, its finan-

cial consequences for public schools are
devastating.

ABCUSD is not immune. Last year,
we settled a case stemming from an inci-
dent in the 1980s for $6 million, and last
month, we settled more cases from the
1980s totaling $4.5 million. If you look
up cases in Los Angeles County, you
will understand the potential financial
impact of not settling these claims. The
people who committed these heinous
acts are long gone, but we, as a district,
live with the consequences. These set-
tlements are paid from our general fund
- monies meant to support our current
students and diverting these resources to
address decades-old cases, while mor-
ally commendable for victims, hurts all
our students today. Districts statewide
face similar lawsuits, and unfortunate-
ly, settling these cases is often the best
course of action since a single jury ver-
dict could lead to financial disaster. One
district suffered a judgment of over $100
million. While the governor’s proposed
budget allocates some relief funds, it’s
nowhere near enough. During my sev-
en years on the board, I’ve learned that
public education makes an extraordinary
impact despite challenges. Challenges
rarely exist in isolation—one issue often
affects many others. If we were facing
only declining enrollment and the chal-
lenges of meeting the academic needs
in smaller schools, we might consider
school consolidations. If it were only an

economic downturn, we could collabo-
rate with employees and the community
to find solutions, like we’ve done in the
past. If it were only AB 218 cases, we
could work to identify long-term fund-
ing. Now, we are dealing with all three
- a trifecta of challenges we’ve not expe-
rienced before. Despite these obstacles,
we remain committed to student success.
We will do everything to minimize the
impact of these challenges in our class-
rooms. However, difficult and likely
unpopular decisions lie ahead, and we
will need the collective efforts of fam-
ilies, staff, and community to navigate
this complex storm: simple answers and
slogans won’t work. Indeed, it is how
we address these challenges together
that will shape our future. ~ While we
face major challenges, I remain hopeful.
Together, we can preserve and strength-
en the legacy of academic excellence
that has defined ABCUSD since it was
founded nearly 60 years ago. Our stu-
dents deserve nothing less.

Ernie Nishii is the president of the
ABC Unified School District Board of
Education and has served on the board
since 2017. A practicing attorney since
1992, he became involved in the district
as an active parent while his child at-
tended ABCUSD schools. He represents
Trustee Area 3, which includes Cerritos,
and was reelected in 2022.

family a favor,

Are you Prepared?
Do your kids and

Preplan today!

For more information, Please call or visit:
562-865-6300 or www.ArtesiaCemetery.com

Artesia Cemetery
Artesia Cemetery is your local

community cemetery conveniently located
in Cerritos. Our prices and services are
unmatched. Spaces are still available.

SEWER & DRAIN CLEAN-OUTS * FAUCETS * VIDEO SEWER INSPECTION * GAS LINES
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This offer is only good on service calls
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; CALL EFOR A FREE ESTIMATE
- (562) 924-2565 » (114) 527-5300

Increased water pressure

No more rusty or discolored water

Being able to use more than one faucet at a time

No more leaky pipes

No scalding in the shower when someone turns on a faucet
Greater peace of mind

Positive se]lmg point for you.r property
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Bonded & Insured * California Contractors Lic. #458625

SEWER LOCATION * WALL & FLOOR HEATERS * CIRCULATING PUMPS
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Organic Insect Pest Control in
Vegetable and Flower Gardens

By Melinda Myers

ou can have a beautiful, pro-
ductive garden while work-
ing with nature to manage
insect pests.

As you incorporate vari-
ous eco-friendly pest management strate-
gies, you will encourage songbirds, bene-
ficial insects, and pollinators to visit your
gardens.

You will find slight variations of defi-
nitions, but most organic gardeners agree
the focus is on cultivating a system that
supports and sustains all its members.
This includes plants, soil microbes, and
other beneficial organisms.

As with any garden, it starts with cre-
ating a healthy soil foundation, selecting
the plants best suited to the growing con-
ditions, and providing them with proper
care.

When you do these things, you will be
able to grow healthier plants that are more
tolerant of pest attacks and more resilient
when damaged.

Removing weeds from garden beds is
an important pest management strategy.

These uninvited plants compete with
your desirable plants for water and nu-
trients. Many also attract and harbor
plant-damaging insect pests and disease
organisms in the garden.

No matter how well you plan, plant,
and care for your gardens, insect pest
problems can arise. Include nature’s pest
managers in your organic garden ap-
proach. Ninety-six percent of terrestrial
North American birds rely on insects for
part of their diet.

They also add color, motion, and en-
tertainment to our landscapes. Many ben-
eficial insects eat or parasitize insects.

Lady beetles, green lacewings, young
and old, eat hundreds of aphids a day.
Parasitic wasps, depending on the spe-
cies, can attack specific or a variety of in-
sects including caterpillars like the toma-
to hornworm, aphids, leathoppers, scale,
beetles, and true bugs.

Attract more beneficial insects, both
pollinators and pest managers, to your
gardens with plants. Grow plants like
sweet alyssum, columbine, thyme, laven-
der, goldenrod, sedum, asters, and other
plants that attract beneficial insects to
your garden.

Be proactive by regularly monitor-
ing your gardens. Look for emerging pest
problems and the good guys stopping by
to dine on them. You will need to tolerate
some damage so there will be food to at-
tract and feed the predators in the garden.

If intervention is needed, look for the
most eco-friendly control options. Bar-
riers of lightweight floating row covers
protect against cabbage worms, Japa-
nese and bean beetles, cucumber beetles,
squash bugs, and squash vine borers on
susceptible plants. Just cover the plant-
ings with row covers immediately after
seeding. Since basil and beans do not
need to be pollinated to produce the har-
vest, leave them covered for the season.
Uncover squash, pumpkins, melons, and
cucumbers when they begin flowering so
pollinators have access to the blossoms.
Research found vine crops in this manner
limited damage by squash bugs, squash
vine borer, and the cucumber beetles that

CABBAGE WEBWORM- These are easy to spot with their tan body and four strips
running along the length of the body. These webworms are found nestled on the margins
of leaves.The cabbageworm feeds off the mustard and cole family, including cabbage
and broccoli.

can infect and kill cucumber plants with
bacterial wilt.

If you forget to cover your cab-
bage, broccoli, cauliflower, and Brus-
sels sprouts, enlist the help of a nat-
urally occurring soil bacterial called
Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki (Btk)
found in SummitO Biological Caterpillar
and Webworm (SummitResponsibleSolu-
tions.com). It only kills true caterpillars
and webworms and can be applied to edi-
ble plants right up to harvest.

A strong blast of water is a great
first step in managing mites and aphids.
It knocks them off the plant, helping
minimize the damage. If needed, apply
lightweight horticulture oils, like organ-
ic SummitO Year-RoundO Spray Oil ac-
cording to label directions. It kills a wide
variety of soft-bodied insects in all stages
(including eggs) on contact and poses few

risks to beneficial insects that land on the
treated plant.

Over time these eco-friendly strate-
gies become part of your gardening rou-
tine. And the more we work with nature,
the better it is for you, your plants, and the
environment.

Melinda Myers has written more than
20 gardening books, including the Mid-
west Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition
and Small Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow Any-
thing” instant video and DVD series and
the nationally syndicated Melinda’s Gar-
den Moment TV & radio program. Myers
is a columnist and contributing editor for
Birds & Blooms magazine and was com-
missioned by Summit for her expertise to
write this article. Myers’ website is www.
MelindaMyers.com.
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California Science Center s Summer 2025 Hands-0n Sclence Camp

a*

EXCITING EXPLORATIONS dehghttul discoveries and wild Wonders await this
summer at the California Science Center’s Hands-On Science Camp. The camp has a
variety of weeklong day camps on half or full-day schedules.

The California Science Center’s sum-
mer 2025 Hands-On Science Camp will
be held June 16 through August 8, offering
Pre-K through 8th grade students over 25
unique classes in weeklong day camps on
half or full-day schedules, with something
to appeal to each camper’s specific inter-
ests. Enrollment opens Feb. 26 at 11 a.m.

In Hands-On Science Camp, curious
young minds engage in exploration-based
activities led by a staff of trained educators
with backgrounds in science and/or edu-
cation and working professionals from a
variety of science fields. Campers learn by
doing science as they mix, launch, dig, dis-
sect, observe, explore, and so much more.

Hands-On Science Camp provides a
class for every age and stage. Programs
for the youngest learners are parent-child
classes for Pre-K students, that focus on
a scientific theme with exciting hands-on
activities, including classes that invite chil-
dren to take a look at themselves from the
inside out or examine chemical reactions

%

CASINO

that take place all around us. Campers in
Kindergarten through 8th grade can join
courses on topics of rocket building, robot
building, chemical reaction experiments,
the connection between science and cook-
ing, magic in science, engineering, animal
care, and marine biology, among others.
Hands-On Science Camp takes place
in the California Science Center’s Wallis
Annenberg Building for Science Learning
and Innovation. Courses take advantage of
the building’s unique features with hands-
on investigations involving air flow, buoy-
ancy, gravity, and ecology; as well as the
exhibits available at the California Science
Center. Classes are available in the morn-
ing, afternoon, or full-day options to create
an optimum schedule and students should
select classes based upon their rising grade
level, the grade they will enter in Fall 2025.
View class descriptions
and enroll online at
californiasciencecenter.org/camp
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. SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
OF ARTESIA-CERRITOS

( SAT.FEB. 22,2025 )

MARDI GRAS

31st Annual Monte Carlo
Gala Fundraiser

BUFFET DINNER 6:00-7:30 PM,
CASINO-STYLE GAMES,
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS IN
EXCITING PRIZES & SILENT
AUCTION UNTIL 9:30 PM

AFTER JAN 23 - $160 + EVENTBRITE FEE PER PERSON

PAY FOR TICKETS VIA THE QR CODE OR LINK:
HTTPS://WWW.EVENTBRITE.COM/E/1072801049819?
AFF=ODDTDTCREATOR
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PROCEEDS GO TO LOCAL CHARITIES &
AWARDS FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS IN OUR
COMMUNITIES THROUGH SOROPTIMIST
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

QUESHIONS? EMAIL NVWILLIAMSON@GMAIL.COM

PHOTQGRAPHY, & FILMING WILL BE PRESENT AT THIS EVENT!
PAYING BYACHECK? AVAKE IT OUT TO "STAC" AND MAIL TO P.O. BOX 847, ARTESIA, CA 90701
ADD EMATL ADDRESS TO NOTE SPACE

ECENTRE AT SYCAMORE PLAZA
5000 CLARK AVE
LAKEWOOD. CA 90712

GARDENS CASINO

INCCAPOT

POKER JACKPOTS JUST GOT BETTER! UPTO
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

When La Mirada High was in the for-
mer Suburban League, titles were hard to
come by with Artesia High and Mayfair
High running the show while the Mat-
adores were primarily a third or fourth
place team. When Dominguez High
was in the former San Gabriel Valley
League, its boys basketball teams were
virtually untouchable as the Dons won
11 CIF-Southern Section championships
from 1989-2008.

How the tables have turned in the
2020s as the Matadores are now the ones
to beat while Dominguez is dreaming of
what it’s program used to be. La Mirada
moved to 5-3 against Dominguez since
2008 with a resounding 82-34 victory
last Friday, leaving the Matadores at 22-4
overall and 6-0 in the Gateway League
as they inch closer to their fourth straight
league title. In contrast, Dominguez
hasn’t won a league crown since going
10-0 in the 2021-2022 season.

“Coach [Matt] Dunn at [St. John] Bo-
sco said sometimes you’re the bug, some-
times you’re the windshield,” said La
Mirada head coach Randy Oronoz. “So
we’ve all been there. I know the score got
up there. We’re trying to win with class,
and we have to just play hard, and that’s
the only way we know how to do it. You
don’t want to throw it in the other team’s
face, but sometimes you’re the bug and
sometimes you’re the windshield, and
we’ve done a good job of building this
program up to be able to compete for our
fourth league championship in a row.”

The Matadores never trailed and after
Andre Johnson’s basket made it 6-5 just
over two minutes into the game, La Mi-
rada scored the next 13 points to start the
runaway affair. Even when Dominguez,
which dropped to 1-5 in league, scored
the first seven points of the second quar-
ter, the Matadores managed to go on a
17-4 run over the final 5:35 of the first
half and did not allow their counterparts
to score consecutive baskets in the sec-
ond half.

GATEWAY LEAGUF BOYS BASKETBALL
La Mirada’s Defense Sets the Tone in Rout of Former SGVL Powerhouse Team

A RARRANA
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LA MIRADA HIGH senior M.J. Smith throws down a dunk in the second half
against Dominguez High as junior Andrew Castro admires the talent. Smith scored
19 points, nine coming in the second half as the Matadores trounced the Dons 82-34.

Photo by Carol Emmerling.

The 34 points allowed are a sea-
son-low and in six league games, La
Mirada has allowed less than 60 points
in three straight games and five times.
Longtime nemesis Mayfair scored 62

points on Jan. 17.

“The saying goes, defense wins
games, and offense just tells you how
much you won by,” said Oronoz. “We got

steals; we weren’t trying to go for a mil-

lion steals. But we really want to solidify
and put our stamp on the game as being a
defensive team. Everyone plays defense
in the [CIF-Southern Section] Open Di-
vision; it’s there for a reason. So, if our
offense isn’t going, we might have to just
squeak out a win every now and then.”

The usual playmakers were doing
their thing for the Matadores, led by
sophomore Gene Roebuck, who was
on fire from the very beginning, pulling
down seven rebounds in the first quarter
while scoring nine of the team’s 21 points
in the stanza. He finished the game with
25 points, 12 rebounds and four assists.

Senior M.J. Smith posted 19 points,
six steals, five rebounds and two assists
while senior Julien Gomez pitched in
with 15 points, three rebounds, three as-
sists and two steals. In fact, the Matado-
res grabbed 43 rebounds with 23 coming
from the offensive end, and of those, five
were putbacks.

“I think guys were just trying to play
hard and give us extra opportunities,”
said Oronoz. “That’s basically it. Cred-
it to our guys because they played such
big teams over the preseason. Domin-
guez isn’t small, but compared to what
they’ve been seeing, they thought they
could have opportunities to chase down
arebound.”

With two games remaining in the reg-
ular season, both at home against Gahr
High and Mayfair, La Mirada is seeking
for its fourth straight league champion-
ship and has won 26 of 28 league games
during that stretch. Those two losses
came to Dominguez and Downey High
in 2023, both on the road as the Mata-
dores shared the first place honors with
Downey. Before that, the last time La Mi-
rada finished in first place was during the
2015-2016 season.

“It’s the players,” said Oronoz. “We
have a great senior class that has really
solidified themselves in trying to be the
best team La Mirada has every had. So,
26-2 in league; they haven’t lost a league
home league game in four years...and
we’re hoping to stay that way.”

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

LA HABRA-The Valley Christian
High girls basketball team capped off a
disappointing 10-16 season with a come
from behind 43-41 victory over Whittier
Christian High this past Tuesday inside
the Leon Davis Event Center. However,
the victory was somewhat bittersweet as
the result was a case of what could have
been for the Defenders.

V.C. ended the season with a 2-6
mark in Olympic League action, but the
Defenders lost to Whittier Christian on
Jan. 14, then to Heritage Christian High
a week later, both games at home and by
identical 49-46 scores. Add a seven-point
loss to Maranatha High on the road, a
team it had defeated to begin league play,
and it’s easy to see how close V.C. was to
a4-4, or even a 5-3 league mark. Why is
that important? V.C. finished one game
behind Maranatha and Whittier Christian
for third place and two games behind
Heritage Christian for second place.

The Defenders watched the Heralds
reel off five straight points over the final
1:31 of the third quarter to lead by 11

OLYMPIC LEAGUE GIRLS BASKETBALL
Valley Christian’s Douglas has career night in season finale against Whittier Christian

points, the largest lead of the night. But
the fourth quarter would see V.C. display
one of its best quarters of the season. The
only points Whittier
Christian would score
came from Analise
Quintero in succes-
sion in a span of 22
seconds, making it
41-34 with 4:42 left in the
game. After that, the hosts
would miss on their last

nine shots of the game while
V.C. went five of seven from
the field.

“Obviously, it’s really easy
when you’re going into a game and
you don’t have anything to play for
as far as the postseason,” said V.C.
head coach Dan Leffler. “But our goal
was to continue to get better and the girls
have gotten a ton better. We put them
to work and made a commitment [that]
we were going there to win a basketball
game, and they did that.”

The game began with three ties, two
lead changes and neither team leading by
more than two points until Ayanna Gray
scored consecutive baskets to make it

10-6 with half a minute remaining in the
stanza. However, the Heralds missed their
first seven shots of the game despite get-
ting a slew of offensive rebounds.
Meanwhile, V.C. got just five
rebounds, three steals and were
four of 12 from the field.
“It was obviously one of
my points of emphasis for the
game-no second chances,”
said Leffler. “I think
we’ve been in so many
games where they get
three or four chances,
and the gap widens,
and we can’t catch up.
I was a little sterner
talking to them at half-
time [telling them] it’s
got to be one and done.”
Sophomore sensation
Hannah Burgoyne missed her only two
shots she took while freshman Molly
Douglas, who had a say in the victory,
was held scoreless and didn’t take a shot.
That would change in the second quarter
when she accounted for seven of V.C.’s
nine points with the other two points com-
ing off free throws. The Defenders stayed

within striking range but were down 23-17
at the half.

That lead would reach 10 points three
times in the third quarter but each time,
the Defenders managed to trim it down
to seven points, then eight points and
finally six points when senior Chayse
Chambers scored on her putback to make
it 32-26 with 1:49 left in the stanza. Still,
Burgoyne was having a tough time in the
scoring department, adding a free throw to
her point total while Douglas scored once,
bringing her game total to nine points.

“Every team we’ve played in the sec-
ond half [of league play], their goal is the
same; hey, we’re doubling Hannah, we’re
taking her out of the game,” said Lef-
fler. “So I've challenged our team every
game. Somebody else has to step up and
score because you’re going to be open. If
they have two people guarding Hannah,
somebody is open. Molly, I think, is just a
competitor. She has a really short memo-
ry; if she does something wrong or makes
a bad pass, she doesn’t get frustrated by
that. She goes down and plays hard, and
she stepped up huge.”

Burgoyne began the fourth quarter

[ See VALLEY, page 12 ]
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

La Mirada High senior Jael Arreguin
has seen the highs and lows of the girls
basketball program during her four years
on the varsity team. But when the Mata-
dores rallied to knock off Dominguez High
last Friday, she was full of tears, and for a
good reason.

Arreguin kick started an 8-0 run to end
the game and helped give La Mirada a 54-
45 victory over the Dons, clinching at least
a share of what is presumed to be the pro-
gram’s first league title. Multiple sources
dating back to the 1986-1987 season indi-
cate that La Mirada never won a Suburban
League title through the 2021-2022 season.
The program has been in the Mid-Cities
League since the 2022-2023 campaign.

“It’s surreal,” she said. “Playing since
my freshman year, we weren’t as good of a
team. We were losing almost every game,
and this year, we’re league champs. It’s
like a perfect ending; happily ever after.”

For head coach Victoria Luong, she
was just satisfied to see how proud the
girls were of themselves when that buzzer
sounded with triple zero’s on the clock.

“At halftime, I told the girls...they’ve
heard me say the same things for all 25
games this season, and for four years,”
said Luong. “It’s like a broken record, and
I keep in telling them the same thing. Now
you just have to execute it. It’s the second
to the last regular season game and they
just had to come out. I think they finally
realized that [I was right], and I think, them
actually proving to themselves, that they
could do it was a big moment for us.”

The game was divided into three parts,
the last being the 8-0 scoring spree over the
final 2:19 of the game which nearly mir-
rored how the contest began as Dominguez
raced to an 8-2 lead within the first two and
a half minutes. In between, neither team
held a lead greater than three points with
four lead changes in the second and third
quarters.

“We told them, against a good team,
you can’t start off slow,” said Luong. “It
was simple mistakes: turnovers, not getting
back on defense, little things...and they
just weren’t there. [They] had all this time

MID-CITIES LEAGUE GIRLS BASKETBALL
La Mirada Pulls Away From Dominguez, Clinches First League Title in Program’s History

LA MIRADA HIGH senior Jael Arreguin takes one of her 10 shots in the second half
against Dominguez High last Friday as the Matadores clinched at least a share of the
Mid-Cities League title with a 54-45 win. Arreguin scored a team-high 13 points and
had four assists, four rebounds and two steals.Photo by Carol Emmerling.

to get [their] head into the game and it took
them a minute before they realized they
had to pick it up now before it gets further.”

La Mirada went up 21-18 with 5:01
left in the first half before Jocelyn Luis
and Mya Harris had consecutive baskets
to give the Dons the lead. Moments later,
Kayla Scott gave Dominguez a 25-22 lead
before Arreguin had her first theft of the
game, then fed a pass to sophomore Jordin
Shaw who scored. With 11.8 seconds left
in the half, senior Hailey Medrano’s pass to

senior Emily Gonzalez gave the Matadores
(15-10, 8-1) a 26-25 halftime lead.

“I did let my nerves get to me in the
beginning,” said Arreguin. “But once I got
into the game, I just had to wipe my mind
blank, and I focused on energy with my
teammates and just the bond we’ve created
over the years.”

In La Mirada’s 59-47 win at Domin-
guez (21-4, 7-2) on Jan. 15, the Dons were
without the services of Scott, their leading
scorer. In her absence, Mya Harris picked

up the slack and scored 23 points. In the
first half last Friday, Scott’s presence was
felt as she scored 10 points while Harris
added nine points.

“That was different, not knowing
[Scott’s play],” said Luong. “I felt [Harris]
was a lot stronger. She’s a freshman, she’s
taller and she’s fierce. Just by stats, we
knew she was the leading scorer, but even
offensively, [Harris] was strong.”

“Dominguez is a great team; aggres-
sive, and they have some really tall girls
which we’re not really skilled in that cat-
egory,” chuckled Arreguin. “But Domin-
guez is a great team and super aggressive,
and I admire that about them.”

La Mirada took its second three-point
lead 71 seconds into the third quarter
when Arreguin scored off her own offen-
sive rebound and two minutes later, senior
Destiny Elmore made it 30-27 before the
Dons took the lead with two straight bas-
kets, then opened a three-point advantage
on a basket from Ngozi Okoye with 3:01
remaining in the stanza.

But here came La Mirada with a
three-pointer from Elmore and a basket
from senior Nayeli Tamayo to take the lead
again with 42. 5 seconds left in the third
quarter. The final lead change of the game
was on the last basket of the stanza, an of-
fensive putback from senior Simran Saho-
ta, making it 37-36. After that, there would
be three ties within the first three minutes
of the fourth quarter.

Even though the Matadores had the
lead for most of the third quarter, it wasn’t
the best for Arrequin, who missed three of
four shots, turned the ball over five times,
had two rebounds and an assist. But the
team’s leading scorer turned it around in
the fourth quarter with seven points and
ended the game with 13 points, four re-
bounds, four assists and two steals.

“Just in the fourth quarter, I really knew
I had to lock in; forget about the rest of the
game and forget about my mistakes,” said
Arreguin. “That’s what I’ve always been
taught as a player; next play mentality. So,
I really tried to go into the game with that.”

“If you look at our stats from our first
round [game] versus Dominguez, I think

[ See CHAMPIONS, page 12 ]
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place as they came in fifth place eight
times, fourth place seven times, sixth
place three times and last place once.

Then when the 605 League was put
together beginning with the 2018-2019
season, La Mirada watched Mayfair
crown itself champions four times be-
fore the Gateway League and Mid-Cities
Leagues were formed as part of the Sub-
urban Valley Conference. Still, La Mira-
da was waiting for its turn to celebrate a
first place finish.

Now, the Matadores can celebrate as
their 54-45 win over Dominguez High
last Friday assured them of at least a
share of the Mid-Cities League crown.
But for La Mirada to get to this point, it
had to experience the worst of times and
make sure the freshmen of four seasons
ago, stayed with the program.

The rebuilding process began with
the 2021-2022 season as the Matado-
res fielded a team of nine players, four
of whom were freshmen-Jael Arreguin,
Emily Gonzalez, Nayeli Tamayo and
Aleeya Willie. The heart and soul of that
team was then-sophomore Jirah Domin-
go, who scored at least 20 points in three
of the first seven games. But La Mirada
finished that season with a 2-12 mark

and went winless in six Suburban League
games.

Making matters worse was that La
Mirada had a tough time scoring, reach-
ing the 30-point mark three times while
not getting 20 points in league play. But
the next season would be worlds apart
as the Matadores went 10-12 overall and
4-6 in the new Mid-Cities League.

Domingo was still the leader of the
team, but Arrequin was beginning to
make her presence known as the team
now had one senior, one junior and 10
sophomores, including current players
Destiny Elmore, Francella Ortiz and
Simran Sahota. The team was sitting at
9-9, 3-3 at one point and the scoring had
improved immensely.

Last season’s team of 10 players was
the best in school history as the Matado-
res went 22-7, finished in second place
in the Mid-Cities League, splitting their
two games with league champion May-
fair, losing to Colton High by a point in
the CIF-Southern Section Division 5AA
semifinals and willing a CIF Southern
California Division 5 state game.

Domingo was still the leading scor-
er at 20 points per game, but Arreguin
was stepping up her game as was Gon-
zalez, Sahota and Tamayo. Then-junior
Hailey Medrano had joined the varsity
squad while Willie was no longer in the

program, and freshman Jordin Shaw was
beginning to make a name for herself,
reaching double digits in scoring eight
times.

“Honestly, [ don’t think I even thought
about that,” said Arreguin of winning
a league championship. “I just thought
that might be a possibility except for this
year. Last year, we depended on our best
player, Jirah [Domingo], so much. I miss
her all the time, but this year I knew I
really had to step up my game to help out
the team and it paid oft”

Now, all that hard work has paid off
as La Mirada (15-10, 8-1) gets set for the
playoffs next week. Arreguin has scored
at least 10 points in 18 games, including
the last 14 entering the final game of the
regular season against Norwalk.

“I think she has really stepped it up as
team captain this year as far as pushing
her teammates,” said Luong. “Not just
herself, but just motivating her team-
mates...and taking more initiative as a
team captain, which I've been waiting
for years to really step up. But this year
she’s really stepped up and taken over
that role”

Elmore and Gonzalez have been
solid starters, known more for her re-
bounding performances and Medrano
has stepped up her game, scoring a ca-
reer-high 28 points at Norwalk on Jan.

17 and 21 points against Firebaugh High
a week later. Add in the maturity of
Shaw, who has complemented Arreguin
in the scoring department this season
and it’s easy to see why the Matadores
have finally reached first place. The only
league blemish was a four-point setback
to Warren High on Jan. 10.

But with the good comes the bad as
La Mirada graduates nine seniors with
Shaw the only returning player coming
back next season. No matter what hap-
pens in the playofs, the 2024-2025 team
will be one for the scrapbook in the his-
tory of La Mirada girls basketball.

“They’re my everything,” said Luong
of the seniors. “I think least half of the
varsity team started off as freshmen on
the varsity team. We were the Firebaugh
at that time when they were freshmen.
We didn’t get wins; they were freshmen
and for some of these girls, they were on
varsity, and they really never touched the
basketball. In the first game [against Cal-
ifornia High], I didn’t realize I had to go
over how to inbound a play. So, they've
come a long way, and they’ve really de-
veloped; they never gave up after a los-
ing season. Even their sophomore year
was rough for them. If you keep losing,
why would you want to stay on the same
team? But they came back every year and
every year, theyre setting records.”
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she blew up in the fourth quarter,” said Lu-
ong of her team captain. “I think she had
10 points in the fourth quarter. She didn’t
score at all in the second quarter [in this
game], and in the third quarter had only
had one basket.”

Both teams traded baskets in the first
5:06 of the fourth quarter but the differ-
ence for the Matadores came when Shaw
nailed her lone three-pointer with 4:05
left, making it 44-41. And with a one-point
advantage, Arreguin scored with 2:19 re-
maining, making it 48-45, then 76 seconds
later, she stole the ball from Dariya Snyder
and scored, making it 52-45. She and Shaw
would sink free throws in the final 22.3
seconds of the game.

“This is exactly how we wanted it to
end,” said Arreguin. “We worked so hard
to be here; that’s what I always tell the
team. We worked to be here; to be in this
moment, and this is where we need to keep
pushing and keep fighting.”

Shaw would also score 13 points with
four rebounds, four assists and three steals
while Elmore pitched in with 10 points,
nine rebounds, two assists and two steals.
Gonzalez led La Mirada with 10 rebounds
and scored half a dozen points while Ta-
mayo came off the bench to add eight re-
bounds and five points.

La Mirada can clinch the title outright
on Wednesday with a win against Norwalk
High or a Dominguez loss against fifth
place Bellflower High. La Mirada had its
way against Norwalk on Jan. 17, cruising
to a 68-17 victory.

“We definitely are not [overlooking
Norwalk],” said Luong. “I tell the girls ev-
ery game, they can have some player that I
didn’t know about come in, or we can have
an off day where we aren’t hitting baskets.
I tell them we have to come out strong
and be ready for it. Even though we had a

big win against Norwalk last time, I never
have the same expectations in the second
round.”

VALLEY from page 10

with her first field goal of the game before
Douglas scored five straight points. After
Quintero’s two baskets. Douglas scored
with three and half minutes left to trim the
deficit to five points. Just over a minute
later, Burgoyne scored off a pass from
Chambers and following a Whittier Chris-
tian timeout, junior Aniyah Peoples scored
back to back baskets, the second with 28.9
seconds remaining to give V.C. the lead
for good. It would mark only the third
lead of the game for the maroon and gold.

Whittier Christian called a timeout
with 21.5 seconds left and coming out
of the timeout as it was setting up a
play, Douglas had a steal and Burgoyne
was fouled with 8.1 seconds remaining,
making the second free throw for the final
point of the game. After a V.C. timeout,
Andrea Padilla raced down the far side-
line, drove to the basket only to see her
lay-up miss the mark as time expired.

“I think they really realized that they
could play with them if we can get the ball
out of [Padilla’s] hands and let somebody
else shoot it,” said Leffler. “They com-
mitted to playing hard defense and it’s
something that we’ve spent more time on
this year than anything.”

Padilla scored four of her team-high
15 points in the second half, none in the
fourth quarter while Quintero added 10
points. Douglas scored a career-high 16
points, had five rebounds and four steals
while Burgoyne ended with nine re-
bounds, eight points and four steals. Her
eight points is tied for her third lowest
point total of the season and fourth of
her young high school career. Peoples
also scored eight points, Chambers added
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NewOrder, Nirvana, Oasis, PeterGabriel, Police, Prince, Queen, Ramones,

Solution: 7 letters

seven rebounds and freshman Jaiya Lee
another six boards as the Defenders are set
up nice for next season as they graduate
just two players.

“Obviously, we’re super young, so
we’re taking our lumps now and trying to
figure put how to close out games,” said
Leffler. “I think it’s great that we get to do
it with freshmen kids who are on the floor
and get them game experience. I have
great expectations for next year for us to
be competitive.”

Plﬂﬂ RIVERA from page 1

sustainable future for its residents.

Pico Rivera was selected to receive this
first-ever prestigious award among 27 cities
within the Gateway Cities region. The rec-
ognition reflects the City Council’s proac-
tive leadership and the City Manager’s stra-
tegic vision in prioritizing environmental
stewardship, energy efficiency, and sustain-
ability initiatives.

“This award is a testament to Pico Rive-
ra’s unwavering commitment to protecting
our environment and improving the quality
of life for our residents,” said Pico Rivera
Mayor John R. Garcia. “We are proud to
lead by example and demonstrate how inno-
vative strategies can create a greener, more
sustainable community.”

Key achievements that contributed to
this recognition include:

Energy Efficiency Projects: Implement-
ing energy-efficient upgrades in city facil-
ities, reducing energy consumption, and
lowering carbon emissions.

Sustainability Programs: Introducing
initiatives that promote renewable energy,
water conservation, and waste reduction
throughout the community.

Community Engagement: Partnering
with residents and local organizations to
raise awareness and involve the community
in sustainability efforts.

The Energy Action Platinum Award un-
derscores Pico Rivera’s leadership in envi-
ronmental innovation and sets a benchmark
for other cities in the Gateway Cities region
to follow.

“This award reflects the hard work and
dedication of our staff, partners, and com-
munity,” said Pico Rivera City Manager
Steve Carmona. “It motivates us to continue
pursuing cutting-edge solutions that address
the challenges of climate change while cre-
ating a thriving, sustainable future for Pico
Rivera.”

Pico Rivera will continue to advance
its sustainability goals through ongoing
projects and collaborations, ensuring that it
remains a model for energy efficiency and
environmental responsibility.

Norwalk-La Mirada Unified
National School Lunch and

Breakfast Programs for the
2024-2025 School Year

Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School
District is participating in the National
School Lunch and Breakfast Programs for
the 2024-2025 school year. The school
sites listed below are approved for the
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)
which allows all enrolled students to
receive lunch and breakfast every school
day at NO CHARGE.

*Dolland Elementary - 15021 S. Bloomfield
Ave, Norwalk, Ca 90650

*Dulles Elementary - 12726 Meadow Green
Rd, La Mirada, CA 90638

*Eastwood Elementary - 15730 Pescados Dr,
La Mirada, CA 90638

*Edmondson Elementary - 15121 S. Grayland
Ave, Norwalk, CA 90650

*Escalona Elementary - 15135 Escalona Rd, La
Mirada, CA 90638

*Foster Road Elementary - 13930 Foster Rd,

La Mirada, CA 90638

*Gardenhill Elementary - 14607 E. Gardenhill
Dr, La Mirada, CA 90638

*Glazier Elementary - 10932 E. Excelsior Dr,
Norwalk, CA 90650

Johnston Elementary - 13421 S. Fairford Ave,
Norwalk, CA 90650

*La Pluma Elementary - 14420 La Pluma Dr,
La Mirada, CA 90638

*Lampton Elementary - 14716 Elmcroft Ave,
Norwalk, CA 90650

*Moffitt Elementary - 13323 S. Goller Ave,
Norwalk, CA 90650

*Morrison Elementary - 13510 S. Maidstone
Ave, Norwalk, CA 90650

*New River Elementary - 13432 S. Halcourt
Ave, Norwalk, CA 90650

*Nuffer Elementary - 14821 S. Jersey Ave,
Norwalk, CA 90650

*Sanchez Elementary - 11960 E. 162nd St,
Norwalk, CA 90650

*Huerta Elementary - 15415 Pioneer Blvd,
Norwalk, CA 90650

*Benton Middle School - 15709 E. Olive
Branch Rd, La Mirada, CA 90638

*Corvallis Middle School - 11032 E. Leffin-
gwell Rd, Norwalk, CA 90650

*Hutchinson Middle School - 13900 Estero Rd,
La Mirada, CA 90638

*Los Alisos Middle School - 14800 S. Jersey
Ave, Norwalk, CA 90650

*Waite Middle School - 14320 S. Norwalk
Blvd, Norwalk, CA 90650

*El Camino High School - 14640 Mercado
Ave, La Mirada, CA 90650

«John Glenn High School - 13520 Shoemaker
Ave, Norwalk, CA 90650

*La Mirada High School - 13520 Adelfa Dr, La
Mirada, CA 90650

*Norwalk High School - 11356 E. Leffingwell
Rd, Norwalk, CA 90650

*Southeast Academy High School - 12940
Foster Rd, Norwalk, CA 90650

*Ramona Headstart/Preschool - 14616 Dinard
Ave, Norwalk, CA 90650

Eating school meals will help support and
enrich your students’ academic, social and
healthy eating behavior skills for the future.
Eating the proper nutrition will provide the
students with the environment to nourish their
physical and mental health.

The Student Nutrition Department follows
all US Department of Agriculture Meal Pattern
guidelines for healthy school meals. Please
encourage your child(ren) to participate in the
lunch and breakfast programs by dining in and
enjoying our meals at any of the school cafes.

For additional information please contact
the Nutrition Services Department at (562)
210-2141 Monday - Friday 8:00 am-4:00 pm.

In accordance with federal civil rights law
and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and policies, this
institution is prohibited from discriminating
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex
(including gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation
for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made avail-
able in languages other than English. Persons
with disabilities who require alternative means
of communication to obtain program infor-
mation (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language), should contact the
responsible state or local agency that adminis-
ters the program or USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination com-
plaint, a Complainant should complete a Form
AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form which can be obtained
online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/
files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Com-
plaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11- 28-17Fax-
2Mail.pdf from any USDA office, by calling
(866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter ad-
dressed to USDA. The letter must contain the
complainant’s name, address, telephone num-
ber, and a written description of the alleged
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to
inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
(ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged
civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027
form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1.Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Wash-
ington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. Fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. Email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal

opportunity provider
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CITY OF SANTA FE SPRINGS
ORDINANCE NO. 1154

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SANTA FE SPRINGS ADDING SECTION 10.24 (NAMING
OF PUBLIC FACILITIES AND STREETS) TO CHAPTER 10 (GENERAL PROVISIONS)
OF TITLE | (GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF THE SANTA FE SPRINGS MUNICIPAL CODE
RELATING TO THE NAMING OF PUBLIC FACILITIES AND STREETS

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to establish a uniform and equitable policy and
procedure for considering names for City parks, facilities and streets; and

WHEREAS, these policies and procedures shall apply to parks, buildings, plazas,
streets, and other eligible municipal property; and

WHEREAS, the names implemented through this process shall aim to foster a shared
sense of pride and belonging, while recognizing the unique attributes of these public spaces.

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Santa Fe Springs does ordain as
follows:

SECTION 1. Section 10.24 is hereby added to Chapter 10 of Title | of the Municipal
Code of Santa Fe Springs to read as follows:

§ 10.24 NAMING OF PUBLIC FACILITIES AND STREETS

(A) Eligibility.

(1) City owned parks including recreational or open space sites and trails.

(2) City owned facilities including but not limited to athletic fields, large amenities,
community centers, and recreational and sporting facilities.

(3) Public city streets.

(4) There shall be no duplicative naming of facilities or streets.

(5) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the application of donor recognition
of minor items such as benches, trees, water fountains, or similar items.

(6) Private streets shall not be subject to provisions of this section.

(B) General Naming Criteria. The following may be deemed as appropriate naming

nominations:

(1) Geographical locations or natural features.

(2) Adjoining subdivisions or streets.

(3) Names of historical significance, such as an event, group, culture, landmark or
place.

(4) Names representative of the City’s ethnic or cultural identity.

(5) Outstanding features, design, or themes.

(6) Native flora or fauna.

(7) Appropriate Language. All nominations shall be free of vulgar, offensive, or
politically charged language.

(C) Naming After Individuals. There may be instances in which a community member has
demonstrated extraordinary contributions towards a specific municipal project or the
City at large and is eligible for nomination.

(1) To be considered for a naming opportunity, the individual must have been
deceased for at least two years, unless the City Council deems it appropriate
to take such action on the basis of a significant contribution, which warrants
deviation from this guideline.

(2) Individuals may only have one eligible facility and one street named after them.

(3) Considerations:

(a) Donation of land or financial contributions to a specific facility.
(b) Contributed substantially and improved the quality of life in the City
through:
(i) Voluntary work of outstanding contribution.
(i) Service to local school, community, elected or appointed
positions, nonprofit groups, or other community organizations.

(4) Individual’s legacy would be reviewed to ensure alignment of their character with

the city’s values.

(D) Procedures.

(1) Nomination Filing. Any person, group, organization may submit a nomination for
the consideration of naming a public facility or street. Nominations shall be filed
to the Department of Parks and Recreation and must include the following:

(a) Completed nomination form.

(b) Supplemental documentation in support of the nomination.

(i) Supplemental documentation may include letters of support,
resident signed petitions, newspaper clippings, maps, or any
other significant evidence of eligibility.

(2) Department of Parks and Recreation Review. Upon receipt of a nomination
request, the Department of Parks and Recreation shall review the request as
follows:

(a) Confirm completion of the appropriate nomination form and
supplemental documentation submitted.

(b) Assess compliance with the Naming Criteria of subsections 10.24 (B)
and 10.24 (C).

(¢) Make a recommendation to the Historical and Community Preservation
Advisory Committee for their review.

(3) Historical and Community Preservation Advisory Committee Review. Upon
receipt of a nomination from the Department of Parks and Recreation the
Historical and Community Preservation Advisory Committee shall review the
request as follows:

(a) Hold a public hearing considering the nomination request and providing
a recommendation to the City Council.

(b) Consideration of nomination material:

(i) Compliance with the Naming Criteria of subsections 10.24
(B) and 10.24 (C).

(i) Assessment of the supplemental documentation.

(iii)  Input of public comments received.

(¢) Provide a recommendation to the City Council to approve or deny
the nomination or direct the Department of Parks and Recreation to
provide further justification of the nomination.

(4) City Council Action. Upon receipt of a recommendation by the Historical and
Community Preservation Advisory Committee, the City Council shall consider
the nomination at a public meeting and approve or deny the nomination or direct
the Historical and Community Preservation Advisory Committee to provide
further justification of the nomination. The City Council decision is final.

(E) City Council Initiated Nominations.

(1) Notwithstanding subsection 10.24 (D) of this section, an active city council
member may initiate a name nomination during a city council meeting and shall
be exempt from the nomination filing, staff review and recommendation of the
Historical and Community Preservation Advisory Committee. Nominations shall
be compliant with subsections 10.24 (A), 10.24 (B), and 10.24 (C).

(2) Acity council initiated nomination shall be approved by unanimous decision.

(F) Renaming of Public Facilities and Streets.

considered under exceptional circumstances such as:
(a) Correction of historical inaccuracies or removal of inappropriate and
offensive language.
(b) Recognition of significant contributions.
(¢) Public safety or operational concerns.
(d) Alignment with modernization or rebranding.
(e) Requests from the community with substantial support.
(2) Renaming Process. The renaming process shall be the same procedures as
those outlined in subsection 10.24 (D).

SECTION 2. Any provision of the Code of Santa Fe Springs inconsistent with the
provisions of this Ordinance, to the extent of such inconsistencies and no further, is hereby
repealed or modified to that extent necessary to affect the provision of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3. In any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, phrase,
or clause of this Ordinance, or any part thereof, is for any reason held to be unconstitutional
or invalid, such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining portion of this Ordinance.
The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this Ordinance and each section,
subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, phrase, or clause thereof irrespective of
the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, phrases, or clauses may be declared
unconstitutional or invalid.

SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify the passage and adoption of this ordinance
and shall cause the same to be published in the same manner required by law. In accordance
with Government Code 36937, this ordinance shall take full force and effect thirty (30) days
from its passage and adoption.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Santa Fe Springs at
a regular meeting on this 4th day of February, 2025.

I, Fernando Mufoz, City Clerk of the City of Santa Fe Springs, do hereby certify that the
foregoing Ordinance was adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council held on the 4th day
of February, 2025, and was carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Mora, Martin, Rodriguez, Mayor Pro Tem Zamora, and
Mayor Rounds

NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 2/7/25

Notice Inviting Proposals

City of Santa Fe Springs

Financial Audit Services
The City of Santa Fe Springs invites proposals from qualified consultants to provide financial
audit services in accordance with the terms and conditions of Request for Proposals (RFP)
No. 25-9.
To view the complete proposal package and associated documents visit: https://pbsystem.
planetbids.com/portal/65093/portal-home and click “Bid Opportunities” or https://vendors.
planetbids.com/portal/65093/bo/bo-detail/125917 to access the project directly. You can also
visit the City's website and find the link on the "Bids & Proposals" webpage.
Questions/inquiries regarding this opportunity must be submitted via the PlanetBids Portal
by Tuesday, March 4, 2025, at 2 PM Pacific. The City will not respond to any questions/
inquiries submitted after this deadline.
Please review all related documents in their entirety before submitting a response.
Responses must be submitted electronically via the City’s PlanetBids Portal by Thursday,
March 20, 2025, at 2 PM Pacific. Any proposals received after this deadline will be deemed
non-responsive, and the City reserves the right to reject them.
Responses to this request will be evaluated to determine the most qualified and responsive
consultants. Responses must adhere to the format and content described.

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 2/7/25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2025010368

THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS: ENERGY EFFICIENT EXTERIORS, 1903 W 169TH STREET,
GARDENA CA 90247 LOS ANGELES COUNTY. REGISTERED OWNER: ENERGY EFFICIENT EXTERIORS, 1903 W 169TH
STREET, GARDENA CA 90247, INCORPORATED IN CA. THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED AS A CORPORATION. The date
registrant started to transact business under the fictitious business name or names listed above: 1/2025 I declare that all the information

in this statement is true and correct. (A registrant who declares as true any material matter pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business

and Professions Code that the registrant knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand
dollars ($1,000). /S/ ENERGY EFFICIENT EXTERIORS CEO, THOMAS REILLY This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Los Angeles on 1/16/25. In accordance with Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end

of five years from the date on which it was filed in the of notice of the County Clerk, except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of Section
17920, where it expires 40 days after any change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to Section 17913 other than a change in the
residence address of a registered owner. A new Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed before the expiration. Effective January 1,
2014, the Fictitious Business Name Statement must be accompanied by the affidavit of identity form. The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under Federal, State or Common
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code). LCCN 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14/25

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE

(Division 6 of the Commercial Code)

Escrow No. L- 041565-]B

(1) Notice is hereby given to creditors of the within named Seller(s) that a bulk sale is about to be made on personal property hereinafter
described.

(2) The name and business addresses of the seller are: JHKIM, 141 LOS CERRITOS CENTER B, CERRITOS, CA 90703

(3) The location in California of the chief executive office of the Seller is:

(4) The names and business address of the Buyer(s) are: PAKCERI INC, 4004 HUMBOLDT LN, YORBA LINDA, CA 92886

(5) The location and general description of the assets to be sold are: FURNITURE, FIXTURE, EQUIPMENT, TRADENAME, GOOD-
WILL, LEASE, LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, COVENANT NOT TO COMPETE of that certain business located at: 141 LOS
CERRITOS CENTER B, CERRITOS, CA 90703

(6) The business name used by the seller(s) at said location is: AUNTIE ANNE’S AKA AUNTIE ANNE’S PRETZELS CERRITOS
MALL

(7) The anticipated date of the bulk sale is FEBRUARY 27, 2025, at the office of TOWER ESCROW INC, 3400 W. OLYMPIC BLVD,
#201, LOS ANGELES, CA 90019, Escrow No. L-041565-JB, Escrow Officer: JULIE BAHANG

(8) Claims may be filed with Same as “7” above.

(9) The last date for filing claims is: FEBRUARY 26, 2025

(10) This Bulk Sale is subject to Section 6106.2 of the Uniform Commercial Code.

(11) As listed by the Seller, all other business names and addresses used by the Seller within three years before the date such list was sent
or delivered to the Buyer are: NONE

Dated: JANUARY 26, 2025

TRANSFEREES: PAKCERI INC

ORD-3236409 LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS 2/7/25

(1) Renaming Criteria. The renaming of public facilities and streets shall only be

NOTICE OF SALE OF ABANDONED PROPERTY

Notice is given that pursuant to sections 21700-21713 of the Business and Professions Code, Section 2328 of the Commercial Code,
Section 535 of the Penal Code. 1812.607, that Mission Hills Self Storage 15241 Rinaldi St., Mission Hills, CA 91345 intends to sell the
personal property described below to enforce a Lien imposed on said property. The undersigned will be sold at public auction conducted
on www.storagetreasures.com (bond #63747122) ending on or after Tuesday February 18th, 2025, at 9:00AM.

NAME UNIT

Justin Roy Hill H160

This notice is given in accordance with the provisions of Section 21700 et seq. of the Business and Professions Code of the State of
California. Storage Treasures’ Principal Auctioneer and Auctioneer on Record: Auctioneer License Numbers for Christopher Paul Ro-
sa-California 3112562

Sales subject to prior cancellation in the event of settlement between Owner and obligated party.

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 1/31/25 & 02/07/25
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-424-
7581 (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund the
SEARCH FOR MISSING CHILDREN. FAST
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour response. Running
or not. Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7: 1-877-
434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT
TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
All 50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-855-408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)
Tiene un vehiculo no deseado? Donelo a
Patriotic Hearts! Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriotic Hearts ofrece

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED CAR,
TRUCK, RV OR BOAT TO HELP
HOMELESS PETS.

PETS ALIVE, A

——,

programas para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su propio negocio.
Llama ahora: 1-855-408-7368 (24/7) (Cal-
SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at
1-844-491-2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Debt? Pay off up to $10,000 Per Month. Dis-
cover our new budgeting Course and Mem-
bership. 1-833-283-4380, 1-760-865-0707
Also Hiring www.Applyhere.info(Cal-SCAN)
Struggling with debt? If you have over

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$10,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as
little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to enroll.
Call Now: 1-877-435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

HEALTH/PERSONALS/
MISCELLANEOUS

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices!

costs! (Additional terms apply.) Subject

to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/29/24.) Call 1-833-985-4766

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 1-888-989-5749 (Cal-
SCAN)

INSURANCE/HEALTH

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance -
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-844-203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews #6258 (Cal-
SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-844-908-0605 (Cal-

posted, copied, edited, and emailed countless
times throughout the day by others? . For

a free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE LOANS

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for business pur-
pose Real Estate loans. Credit unimportant.
V.I.P. Trust Deed Company www.viploan.
com Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-principal
DRE 01041073. No consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN

SERVICES

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)
Don't Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again!
Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by
our service and if we can't fix it, we'll replace
it! Pick the plan that fits your budget! Call:1-
855-411-1731 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount of water can

_MCN @( gﬁ;‘fﬁﬁz"g/\sb 103 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed.
T c .
G, & NONPROFIT CALL NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (Cal-SCAN)

» WE ARE TAX DEDUCTION AND
PAPERWORK EXPERTS AND PROVIDE
GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.

» FOR QUOTES AND QUICK PICK UP,
CALL US TODAY: 833-772-2632

LAPETSALIVE.ORG

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new,
custom bath or shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL installation

SCAN)
MISCELLANEOUS

lead to major damage in your home. Our
trusted professionals do complete repairs to
protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-888-248-0815. Have zip code of
service location ready when you call! (Cal-
SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-generated
content is so valuable it’s taken and repeated,
condensed, broadcast, tweeted, discussed,

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

Bob's BASEBALL Tours

Sports Lover’'s Tour Ultimate Baseball Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro See 7 MLB in 11 days including

Football Hall of Fame and tour Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park &

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro
from April 8-16 Football and Baseball Halls of Fame

dad t the Little L
$2,800/person based on double anda a\),/vg”d §er'ies'f SadEn
hotel occupancy
August 11-21, 2025

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:

www.bobsbaseballtours.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 24-04
5401 E. WASHINGTON BOULEVARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of Commerce
will conduct a public hearing to consider Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 24-04 to allow a drive-
through facility in conjunction with the operation of a new 2,300 square-foot Starbucks sit-down café
in the City’s C/M1 (Commercial-Manufacturing) zone. Pursuant to Chapter 19.09, Table 19.11.030A
of the Commerce Municipal Code (CMC), eating with drive-through service requires the review and
approval of a CUP upon the required findings of CMC 19.39.420. The project site is located at 5401
E. Washington Boulevard in the City of Commerce.

Said public hearing will be held before the Planning Commission of the City of Commerce
in the City Council Chambers, 5655 Jillson Street, Commerce, CA 90040, on Wednesday, February
19, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., at which time proponents and opponents of the proposed Conditional Use
Permit No. 24-04 will be heard. Any comments, objections, or other information may be offered in
person at the time of the hearing or in writing, prior to the hearing.

Per Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge this Conditional Use Permit in
court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hear-
ing described in this notice, or written correspondence delivered to the Planning Commission at, or
prior to, the public hearing.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION
Louis Morales

Published: Los Cerritos Community News, February 7, 2025

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE

(Division 6 of the Commercial Code)

Escrow No. L- 041565-JB

(1) Notice is hereby given to creditors of the within named Seller(s) that a bulk sale is about to be made on personal property hereinafter
described.

(2) The name and business addresses of the seller are: JHKIM, 141 LOS CERRITOS CENTER B, CERRITOS, CA 90703

(3) The location in California of the chief executive office of the Seller is:

(4) The names and business address of the Buyer(s) are: PAKCERI INC, 4004 HUMBOLDT LN, YORBA LINDA, CA 92886

(5) The location and general description of the assets to be sold are: FURNITURE, FIXTURE, EQUIPMENT, TRADENAME, GOOD-
WILL, LEASE, LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, COVENANT NOT TO COMPETE of that certain business located at: 141 LOS
CERRITOS CENTER B, CERRITOS, CA 90703

(6) The business name used by the seller(s) at said location is: AUNTIE ANNE’S AKA AUNTIE ANNE’S PRETZELS CERRITOS
MALL

(7) The anticipated date of the bulk sale is FEBRUARY 27, 2025, at the office of TOWER ESCROW INC, 3400 W. OLYMPIC BLVD,
#201, LOS ANGELES, CA 90019, Escrow No. L-041565-JB, Escrow Officer: JULIE BAHANG

(8) Claims may be filed with Same as “7” above.

(9) The last date for filing claims is: FEBRUARY 26, 2025

(10) This Bulk Sale is subject to Section 6106.2 of the Uniform Commercial Code.

(11) As listed by the Seller, all other business names and addresses used by the Seller within three years before the date such list was sent
or delivered to the Buyer are: NONE

Dated: JANUARY 26, 2025

TRANSFEREES: PAKCERI INC

ORD-3236409 LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS 2/7/25

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 551
6311 E. WASHINGTON BOULEVARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of Commerce
will conduct a public hearing to consider a one-year extension for Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
No. 551, which was approved on December 20, 2023, to allow a double-lane drive-through facility
in conjunction with the operation of a new 3,822 square foot fast food restaurant (Chick-fil-A) in
the City’s C-2 (Unlimited Commercial) zone. Pursuant to Chapter 19.09, Table 19.09.010A of the
Commerce Municipal Code (CMC), eating-places with drive-through service requires the review
and approval of a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). The project site is located at 6311 E. Washington
Boulevard in the City of Commerce.

Said public hearing will be held before the Planning Commission of the City of Commerce
in the Council Chambers, 5655 Jillson Street, Commerce, CA 90040 on Wednesday, February 19,
2025, at 6:30 p.m., at which time proponents and opponents of the proposed one-year extension for
Conditional Use Permit No. 551 will be heard. Any comments, objections, or other information may
be offered in person at the time of the hearing or in writing, prior to the hearing.

Per Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge this proposed time extension for
Conditional Use Permit No. 551 in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence deliv-
ered to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION
Louis Morales

Published: Los Cerritos Community News, February 7, 2025

=

@CERRITOSNEWS  THEREALCERRITOSNEWS @CERRITOSNEWS




FEBRUARY 7, 2025

TO ADVERTISE CALL 562-407-3873

T.S. No. 092119-CA APN: 7033-001-020
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE IM-
PORTANT NOTICE TO PROP-ERTY
OWNER: YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED
11/23/2005. UNLESS YOU TAKE AC-
TION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY,
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER On 3/11/2025
at 10:30 AM, CLEAR RECON CORP, as
duly appointed trustee under and pursu-
ant to Deed of Trust recorded 12/1/2005
as Instrument No. 05 2932433 and later
modified by a Loan Modification Agree-
ment recorded on 7/26/2011, as Instrument
NO. 20110997387, of Official Records in
the office of the County Recorder of Los
Angeles County, State of CALIFORNIA
executed by: SYLVIA A DESIONGCO,
AN UNMAR-RIED WOMAN AND BRY-
ON L THOMPSON, A SINGLE MAN,
AS JOINT TENANTS WILL SELL AT
PUB-LIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BID-
DER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK
DRAWN ON A STATE OR NA-TIONAL
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE
OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCI-
ATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIATION, OR
SAV-INGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SEC-
TION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE
AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSI-NESS
IN THIS STATE; BEHIND THE FOUN-
TAIN LOCATED IN CIVIC CENTER
PLAZA, 400 CIVIC CEN-TER PLAZA,
POMONxgA, CA 91766 all right, title
and interest conveyed to and now held by
it under said Deed of Trust in the property
situated in said County and State described
as: MORE ACCURATELY DESCRIBED
IN SAID DEED OF TRUST. The street
address and other common designation, if
any, of the real property described above
is purported to be: 17315 IBEX AVENUE,
CERRITOS, CA 90703-2739 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability for
any incorrectness of the street address and
other common designation, if any, shown
herein. Said sale will be held, but without
covenant or warranty, express or implied,
regarding title, possession, condition, or
encumbrances, including fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts
created by said Deed of Trust, to pay the
remaining principal sums of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust. The total
amount of the unpaid bal-ance of the ob-
ligation secured by the property to be sold
and reasonable estimated costs, expenses
and advances at the time of the initial publi-
cation of the Notice of Sale is: $964,566.09
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder’s sole
and exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the success-
ful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary under said Deed of Trust
heretofore executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written Declaration of De-
fault and Demand for Sale, and a written
Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The
undersigned or its predecessor caused said
Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real prop-
erty is located. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL
BIDDERS: If you are consider-ing bidding
on this property lien, you should understand
that there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auc-tion. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the high-
est bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the existence,
priority, and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property by contacting
the county recorder’s office or a title insur-
ance company, either of which may charge

CITY OF CERRITOS
NOTICE THAT ALL BALLOTS FOR THE GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025 WILL BE COUNTED AT A CENTRAL COUNTING PLACE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Clerk of the City of Cerritos has authorized that the City Council
Chamber, 18125 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, CA 90703 is designated as the central place to count the
ballots for the General Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, March 4, 2025. Vote-by-Mail ballots will
begin to be counted at 8:01 p.m. The results of the vote-by-mail ballots will not be released until after the
close of the polling places at 8:00 p.m.
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CIUDAD DE CERRITOS

TENGA EN CUENTA QUE TODAS LAS BOLETAS PARA LAS ELECCIONES MUN;CIPALES GENERALES

QUE SE LLEVARAN A CABO EL MARTES 4 DE MARZO DE 2025 SE CONTARAN EN UN LUGAR DE

CONTEO CENTRAL

POR LA PRESENTE SE NOTIFICA que el Secretario Municipal de la Ciudad de Cerritos ha autorizado que la
Camara del Concejo Municipal, 18125 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, CA 90703 sea designada como el lugar
central para contar las boletas para las Elecciones Municipales Generales que se llevaran a cabo el martes

4 de marzo de 2025. Las boletas de voto por correo comenzaran a contarse a las 8:01 p.m. Los resultados
de las boletas de voto por correo no se dardn a conocer hasta después del cierre de los lugares de
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votacién a las 8:00 p.m.

/s/ Cynthia Nava, City Clerk,

LUNGSOD NG CERRITOS

PANSININ NA ANG LAHAT NG BALOTA PARA SA PANGKALAHATANG HALALAN NG MUNISIPYO
NA GAGANAPIN SA MARTES, MARSO 4, 2025 AY BIBILANGIN SA ISANG CENTRAL COUNTING

PLACE

BINIGYAN NG PAUNAWA na ang City Clerk ng Lungsod ng Cerritos ay nagbigay ng awtoridad na ang City
Council Chamber, 18125 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, CA 90703 ay itinalaga bilang sentral na lugar upang
bilangin ang mga balota para sa Pangkalahatang Halalan ng Munisipyo na gaganapin sa Martes, Marso 4,
2025. Magsisimulang bilangin ang mga botohan sa pamamagitan ng Koreo sa ganap na ika 8:01 ng gabi.
Ang resulta ng botohan sa pamamagitan ng koreo ay hindi ilalabas hanggang matapos ang pagsasara ng
mga lugar ng botohan sa ganap na alas 8:00 ng gabi.

THAN H PHO CERRITOS

THONG BAO RANG TAT CA CAC LA PHIEU CHO CUOC BAU cU DIA PHUO'NG CHUNG SE pUOC
DEM TAI MOT DIA DIEM PEM TAP TRUNG VAO THU BA, NGAY 4 THANG 3 NAM 2025

THONG BAO BUQC DUA RA RANG Thu ky Thanh phé Cerritos d3 Uy quyén réng Phong Hai ddng Thanh
phd, 18125 Budng Bloomfield, Cerritos, CA 90703 dugc chi dinh Ia dia diém trung tdm dé kiém phiéu cho
Cudc bau ctr Bia phuong Chung sé dién ra vao th Ba, ngay 4 thang 3 ndm 2025. Cac phiéu bau qua thu
s& bat dau dudc ki€m vao Idc 8:01 tdi. K&t qua cla cac phiéu bau qua thu s& khdng dugc cdng bd cho dén
sau khi cac diém bo phiéu déng cilra vao lic 8:00 téi.
=rrTiEs e, A o, & 3w alem, AlgE2 A A 7)3, Secretaria
Municipal, ciudad de Cerritos, Klerk ng Lunsod, Lunsod ng Cerritos Thu Ky Thanh Phg, Thanh Phé Cerritos
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you a fee for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more
than one mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWN-
ER: The sale date shown on this notice of
sale may be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the Cal-
ifornia Civil Code. The law requires that in-
formation about trustee sale postponements
be made available to you and to the public,
as a courtesy to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call (855) 313-3319
or visit this Internet website www.clear-
reconcorp.com, using the file number as-
signed to this case 092119-CA. Information
about postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be re-
flected in the telephone information or on
the Internet Web site. The best way to ver-
ify postponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT:
Effective Jan-uary 1, 2021, you may have
a right to purchase this property after the
trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m
of the California Civil Code. If you are an
“eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase
the property if you match the last and high-
est bid placed at the trustee auction. If you
are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to

purchase the proper-ty if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction.
There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of
the trustee sale, you can call (855) 313-3319, or visit this internet website www.clearrecon-
corp.com, using the file number assigned to this case 092119-CA to find the date on which
the trus-tee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the
trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that
the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may
qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an
attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately.

ABC UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE CALLING FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ABC Unified School District will receive up to
but not later than 2:00 PM on the 18th day of March 2025 Bids for:

ABC Bid # 1669 Melbourne Elementary School Modernization

All bids shall be made and presented on a form furnished by the District. Bids submitted
shall conform to the terms and conditions stated on said form. Bids shall be received

in the office of the Purchasing Department at 16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA
90703 and shall be opened and publicly read aloud at the above-stated time and place.
Bidders can request bid documents by emailing esthela.perez@abcusd.us. There will

be a mandatory jobwalk meeting on February 11, 2025 at 9:00 AM sharp at the front

of Administration building at Melbourne ES 21314 Claretta Av. Lakewood. All public
works are subject to prevailing wage payments, Valid License valid Class B Contrac-
tor’s License and DIR Registration will be required.
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